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Born 13 November 1850, died 3 December 1894 


THE real importance of Robert Louis Stevenson has never been in doubt in 
the minds of other creative writers seriously concerned with the problems of 
their work. Henry James discussed him several times in print as a great artist, 
and, if such appreciations are still slender in bulk and have a large lump to 
leaven, they are, for all that, beginning to prevail. The power of the unfinished 
Weir of Hermiston was generally admitted from the outset, and now other 
later fictions, such as The Beach of Falesd, are coming into their own, and their 
author is being recognized as, for one thing, a progenitor of Somerset 
Maugham and of the modern literature of the South-Sea world ‘sunshiny, 
lewd and cruel’. The shifts in critical emphasis are taking place as they 
should, without detracting unduly from the old favourites and their qualities 
—the sheer story-telling of Kidnapped or the fantasy of New Arabian Nights. 
While in his essays and books of travel Stevenson is none the worse for 
having something practical and immediate to say (as he had more and more 
in Samoa), the imaginative beauty of Travels with a Donkey still shines 
undimmed. As a poet he is at his best in his Scottish pieces, poems of 
childhood and occasional verses—all classes in which few have excelled. His 
letters are delightful in themselves and valuable also for their self-criticisms. 

The collected editions of Stevenson, most of them running to between 
twenty and thirty volumes, are out of print but available in libraries and 
antiquarian bookshops. The handsome ‘Edinburgh’ (1895-8) collection 
printed by Walter Blaikie and edited by Sidney Colvin and the ‘Pentland’ 
(1906) with bibliographical notes by Edmund Gosse are not so full as those 
published by Heinemann in association with Chatto & Windus, Cassell and 
Longmans Green—the ‘Vailima’ (1922-3), the thirty-five volume ‘Tusitala’ 
(1923-4) and the ‘Skerryvore’ (1924-6). Odd volumes of the excellent 
*Tusitala’ set can be picked up for little more than their original price of 
2s. 6d. Many reprints of single works and related groups have appeared in 
Everyman’s Library (Dent, 4s. 6d.), Macmillan’s Illustrated Pocket Classics 
(4s.6d.), World’s Classics (Oxford University Press, 4s.), Nelson’s Classics 
(3s.6d.), Collins Classics (3s.6d.), Penguins and Puffins (1s.6d.). 

Novels and Stories (1945, Pilot Press, 15s.) selected with an introduction by 
V. S. Pritchett contains The Suicide Club, Kidnapped, The Master of Ballantrae, 
The Beach of Falesd, Thrawn Janet and Weir of Hermiston as well as Travels with 
a Donkey. John Hampden’s pocketable Stevenson Companion (1950, Phoenix 
House, 10s.6d.), providing selected stories, essays, travel, poems and letters 
with complete Beach of Falesd and Weir of Hermiston and an introduction, 
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is well produced and illustrated. Some good editorial work has gone into 
two handy volumes in the Macdonald Illustrated Classics (1950, 9s.6d. each) 
—Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and other stories with an introduction 
by Compton Mackenzie and The Essays . . . a selection with an introduction 
by Malcolm Elwin. R.L.S., an Omnibus, Selected and Edited by G. B. 
Stern (1950, Cassell, 15s.) is an admirably designed and conducted vehicle, 
travelling into country not covered by previous services. 

The recension of the poems undertaken by Janet Adam Smith in The Col- 
lected Poems of Robert Louis Stevenson (1950, Hart-Davis, 15s.) will meet a 
need, especially as the three-volume Poems Hitherto Unpublished (1916-21, 
Bibliophile Society of Boston, Mass.) was not purged of errors before being 
used for New Poems (1918) and subsequent editions. 

Sidney Colvin’s choice of Letters, issued in two volumes in 1899, was 
expanded to four in 1911. Further selections were released for the ‘Vailima’ 
collection and its successors; but a fuller, more accurate text is needed. 

Published in 1901, the official Life by Graham Balfour (reprinted 1931, 
Methuen) draws a careful but intimate portrait. The background of work, 
family and friends is elaborated in the excellent *Vailima’, “Tusitala’ and 
*Skerryvore’ introductions by Stevenson’s wife, his stepson and occasional 
collaborator Lloyd Osbourne, and Sidney Colvin. To form an idea at once 
balanced and full of Stevenson’s life is no simple matter, but if it involves 
reading J. A. Steuart’s tiresome “critical biography’ Robert Louis Stevenson: 
Man and Writer (new edition 1927, Sampson Low), it will also take the 
conscientious student into Nellie Van De Grift Sanchez, The Life of Mrs. 
Robert Louis Stevenson (1920, Chatto & Windus), Sidney Colvin, Memories 
& Notes of Persons & Places, 1852-1912 (1921, Arnold) and E. V. Lucas, The 
Colvins and their Friends (1928, Methuen), all of which are interesting. 
Rosaline Masson’s Life (1923, Chambers) contained the substance of docu- 
ments relating to the quarrel with Henley. Some of these are printed in John 
Connell, W. E. Henley (1950, Constable, 21s.). G. S. Hellman, The True 
Stevenson, A Study in Clarification (1925, Little Brown, Boston, Mass.) 
indicates where Colvin censored letters. Janet Adam Smith’s ‘Great Lives’ 
volume R. L. Stevenson (1937, Duckworth) is accurate and understanding. 
Another good short book is Lettice Cooper’s Robert Louis Stevenson (1947, 
6s.) published in “The English Novelists’ series, now taken over from Home 
& Van Thal by Arthur Barker. The ‘English Men of Letters’ critical bio- 
graphy Robert Louis Stevenson (1939, Macmillan, 6s.) is by Stephen Gwynn. 
In the preparation of The Strange Case of Robert Louis Stevenson by 
Malcolm Elwin (1950, Macdonald, 12s.6d.) considerable care is being 
taken with the text of letters quoted. 

Of the works dealing with one phase, few have an individual value except 
H. J. Moors, With Stevenson in Samoa (1911, Fisher Unwin), Clayton 
Hamilton, On the Trail of Stevenson (in Europe and America; 1916, Hodder & 
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Stoughton) and A Chronicle of Friendships, 1873-1900 (1908, Hodder & 
Stoughton), by Will H. Low, an American painter, who knew Stevenson 
intimately in France and New York. J. C. Furnas, whose Anatomy of Paradise: 
Hawaii and the Islands of the South Seas (1950, Gollancz, 18s.), issued in co- 
operation with the American Institute of Pacific Relations, is not without 
relevance, is working on a biography of Stevenson, which will contain a 
good deal of previously unused material concerning several periods of his life, 
including the South-Sea years. Moray McLaren’s Stevenson and Edinburgh, 
a Centenary Study (1950, Chapman & Hall, 8s.6d.) is an affectionate 
evocation of the Edinburgh of Stevenson’s day, a footnote not so much 
to history as to Edinburgh: Picturesque Notes, The Misadventures of John 
Nicholson, Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde and Weir of Hermiston. 

The best criticism of fiction and letters is contained in Henry James, 
Partial Portraits (1888, Macmillan) and Notes on Novelists (1914, Dent). These 
articles (written 1884-99) are reprinted, with correspondence, poems and 
Stevenson’s ‘A Humble Remonstrance’ (1884), in Janet Adam Smith, 
Henry James and Robert Louis Stevenson: a Record of Friendship and Criticism 
(1948, Hart-Davis, 12s.6d.). With its introduction emphasizing Stevenson’s 
sense of the sacredness of his art and the appreciation of that art by other 
imaginative writers, this volume raises these studies to a new and (at last) 
worthy level. Interesting ideas about Stevenson’s poetry occur in H. W. Gar- 
rod’s contribution to Essays . . . Presented to Sir Humphrey Milford (1948, 
Oxford University Press, 15s.). The varied approaches of Walter Raleigh, 
Robert Louis Stevenson: an Essay (1895, Arnold), Leslie Stephen, Studies of a 
Biographer, Vol. 4 (1902, Duckworth), Frank Swinnerton, R. L. Stevenson: a 
Critical Study (1924, new edition, Secker) and G. K. Chesterton, R. L. 
Stevenson (1927, Hodder & Stoughton) share the merit of being made by 
persons qualified to understand something of Stevenson both as writer and 
human being. David Daiches’s Robert Louis Stevenson (1948, Maclellan, 
Glasgow, 7s.6d.) is a clever revaluation. 

Descriptions of early editions are given in W. F. Prideaux, A Bibliography 
of the Works of Robert Louis Stevenson (2nd edition by Flora V. Livingston, 
1918, Hollings). For biographical and critical references this is supplemented 
by S. J. Looker’s article in The Cambridge Bibliography of English Literature 
(1940, Cambridge University Press) and by T. G. Ehrsam and R. H. Deiby, 
Bibliographies of Twelve Victorian Authors (1936, H. W. Wilson Co., New 
York). 


William Beattie is Keeper of Printed Books in the National Library of Scotland and Hon. 
Secretary of Edinburgh Bibliographical Society. He has written a pamphlet The Scottish Tradition 
in Printed Books (1949) and an introduction (1950) to The Chepman & Myllar Prints, 1508 and 
(with H. W. Meikle) edited the Penguin Robert Burns (1946). 











HUMPHREY TENBY 
THE UNESCO BOOK COUPON SCHEME 


Lack of information is the commonest cause of misunderstanding. Never 
has there been greater need of international understanding than there is today; 
and never have there been so many barriers to the exchange of information. 

Currency restrictions are amongst the highest of these barriers, and books 
amongst the most important vehicles of information. It follows that any 
scheme that will help books to leap over the currency wall can be of vital 
aid in international understanding; and this is exactly what the Unesco 
Book Coupon Scheme sets out to do. 

The individual who wishes to buy a foreign book today often finds that 
he cannot do so, as he cannot lay his hands on foreign currency, more 
particularly if he lives in a ‘soft’ currency country and requires a book pub- 
lished in a ‘hard’ currency country. Recognizing this difficulty, and the vital 
consequences implicit in it, Unesco has created the Unesco Book Coupon, an 
international currency for the purchase of books, periodicals, photocopies, 
etc. (see below). 

Under this scheme, a person living in a country where it is in operation 
and wishing to buy a foreign book, can buy a Unesco coupon for the value of 
the book he needs, pay for it in his own currency, send it to the foreign book- 
seller or a coordinating agency appointed for the purpose, and obtain the 
book he wants. The coupon is, in fact, an international book voucher. 

The existence of such a scheme implies a ‘hard’ currency backing. When 
it was started, in December 1948, Unesco put $100,000 behind it, to which 
was added a further amount of $40,000 to enable Unesco to issue free book 
coupons to certain countries which had suffered from the war. By the end of 
February 1950 the available hard currency backing had risen to $600,000, 
including $72,000 earmarked for the issue of free book coupons. 

When this experiment was started, five countries took part in it: Czecho- 
slovakia, France, India, the United Kingdom and the U.S.A. It is open to any 
State which is a member of Unesco to apply to take part in the scheme and 
there are at present nineteen participating countries. The scheme has, of 
course, two aspects: that of the supply of books and that of the purchase of 
books. Member States can participate in either capacity or in both. The 
following States are now participating: 

1. As suppliers and purchasers of books 


Burma India 

Czechoslovakia Indonesia 

Egypt Israel 

France Union of South Africa 

Hungary United Kingdom (including British 


Colonial and Trust Territories) 
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2. As suppliers of books only 


Belgium Switzerland 
The Netherlands The U.S.A. 
3. As purchasers of books only 
Italy Thailand 
Pakistan Unesco Science Co-operation Offices 
Persia 


Unesco Book Coupons are expressed in U.S.A. dollar currency and are 
issued in six denominations ranging from twenty-five cents to $100. In 
addition to this range a blank coupon has recently been issued to enable 
purchasers to round off odd sums up to an amount not exceeding ninety- 
nine cents. 

A distributing body is appointed in each participating country, and this 
body sells coupons against local currency. The cost of the coupon will be its 
dollar value calculated at the local official rate of exchange plus, in some cases, a 
surcharge not exceeding five per cent. Where there is a surcharge it is retained 
by the distributing body to meet its working expenses, as such bodies are not 
financially assisted by Unesco. The purchaser of the coupon uses it in the 
same way as he would use a cheque if there were no currency restrictions, 
that is to say, he sends it with his order to the foreign bookseller and thus 
obtains his book. 

To complete the picture it may be added that the bookseller who receives 
Unesco coupons from abroad with orders for books sends the coupons to 
Unesco Headquarters in Paris and duly receives the equivalent in his own 
currency of the value of the coupons, without deduction. 

Coupons are allotted by Unesco to the various participating countries in 
accordance with their estimated needs. These allotments are, however, limited 
by Unesco’s hard currency resources, and it may happen that the demand for 
coupons in any given country may exceed the allotment. In such cases the 
distributing body gives priority in allocating coupons to bodies or institu- 
tions serving a large or important section of the public. In principle, never- 
theless, coupons are intended to serve the needs of individuals as well as 
institutions, and in the case of the United Kingdom it has not been found 
necessary to apply any system of rationing the coupons. 

As its name implies, Unesco is a United Nations Organization for the 
advancement of Education, Science and Culture, and its coupons may be used 
to buy books in any of these fields. They can also be used for subscriptions to 
periodicals bearing on these subjects, for the purchase of photocopies and 
microfilm copies and for the payment of membership subscriptions to learned 
societies, where payment of such subscriptions is in the main a means of 
obtaining the publications of such learned societies. 

The scheme has recently been extended to cover scientific material and 
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educational, scientific and cultural films. The United Kingdom is not, how- 
ever, at present a participant in this extension, though it is hoped that the 
British Government may shortly agree to take part in this extension of the 
scheme. Those interested in this development are recommended to write to 
Unesco Headquarters, 19 Avenue Kléber, Paris 16e, France, for further 
information. 

The procedure to be followed to obtain Unesco coupons is a simple one. 
Application should be made, either direct or through a bookseller, to the 
distributing body for the country in which the applicant is situated. The 
applicant should state the title of the book he wants, the author and publisher 
if known, and the value of the coupons needed to cover the cost of the book, 
including postage. To cover postal charges, approximately twenty-five cents 
per volume or five per cent of the total cost of the order should be included. 
The distributing body will then tell the applicant how much he has to pay in 
local currency and on receiving this amount will send him coupons for the 
required amount and a special order form for use with the coupons. In many 
cases it is preferable to make application through a local bookseller, since he 
has access to publishers’ catalogues, can give advice on the choice of books as 
well as information as to their price, and will execute the applicant's order for 
him without further exertion by the latter. In the case of the United Kingdom 
and the Colonial and Trust Territories application should always be made in 
the first place to the local bookseller. 

Should the purchaser decide to make personal application, he will receive 
his coupons and order form and will send them either to the foreign book- 
seller of his choice, or to the coordinating agency for coupon sales of the 
country in which the books he requires are published. More detailed infor- 
mation on this point is set out later in this article (Appendix B). 

If the book required is not obtainable, the foreign bookseller will return the 
coupons, unless he is asked to hold them to the sender’s credit. Such returned 
coupons, if they cannot be used for other purchases, will be encashed by the 
applicant’s distributing body. If the value of the coupons sent exceeds the 
cost of the books required, the balance will be returned or held to the sender's 
credit. 

All book coupons at present in circulation are valid until 31 December 
19$I. 

In Appendix A below are set out the addresses of the various distributing 
bodies. Each body has detailed information on the working of the scheme, 
including any local variations, and will be glad to help purchasers. Informa- 
tion may also be obtained from Unesco Headquarters in Paris; but reference 
is best made in the first place to the local distributing body. 

In Appendix B details are given of the arrangements made in various 
countries for the acceptance of orders accompanied by Unesco coupons. It 
may here be mentioned that most suppliers will grant the usual trade 
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discounts to booksellers and any other institutions entitled to discounts on 
orders received with coupons. Special arrangements have been made con- 
cerning discounts on books ordered from the U.S.A. 

In conclusion it may be said that this scheme has been admirably, even 
nobly conceived, and though the administration is not yet perfect it has already 


prov ed its worth in promoting the free exchange of ideas and in contributing 
to international understanding. 


APPENDIX A 
Addresses of Distributing Bodies 
BURMA The Secretary, 
Provisional National Commission, 
Secretariat Buildings, RANGOON. 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA Orbis Co., 
37 Narodni, PRAGUE I. 


EGYPT Administration of General Culture, 
Ministry of Education, CAIRO. 
FRANCE Services des Bibliothé¢ques de France, 
55 rue St. Dominique, PARIS VIle. 
GERMANY Notgemeinschaft der deutschen Wissenschaft 
$5 Biichelstrasse, BAD GODESBERG. 
HUNGARY Ibusz Kényvosztaly, 
Academia utca 10, BUDAPEST V. 
INDIA Ministry of National Education, 
Government of India, NEW DELHI. 
INDONESIA Ministry of Education and Culture, 
Djalan Tijlatjap 4, DIAKARTA. 
ISRAEL Dr. G. J. Ehrlich, 


Import Licensing Office, 
Ministry of Education and Culture, HAKIRYA. 


ITALY Italian National Commission for Unesco, 
Villa Massimo, 
Largo di via Villa Massimo 2, ROME. 
PERSIA The Persian National Commission for Unesco, 
Avenue du Musée, TEHERAN. 
THAILAND The National Commission, 


c/o Ministry of Education, BANGKOK. 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA Department of Education, Arts and Science, 
New Standard Bank Buildings, PRETORIA. 
UNITED KINGDOM Unesco Book Coupons, 
c/o Book Tokens Ltd., 
28 Little Russell Street, LONDON W.C.1. 


The United Kingdom distributing body also acts for the British Colonial and Trust 
Territories. 











In addition to these 


bodies, the four Unesco Science Co-operation offices listed 


below cover the following countries: Afghanistan, Ceylon, China, Egypt, Hashemite 
Jordan, India, Indochina, Indonesia, Iraq, Japan, Korea, Lebanon, Malaya, Philippines, 


Pakistan, Saudi-Arabia, 


Sudan, Syria, Thailand and Turkey. Orders and inquiries 


from these countries should be sent to one of the following offices: 


EAST ASIA 


MIDDLE EAST 


SOUTH ASIA 


BELGIUM 
BURMA 


CZECHOSLOVAKIA 


EGYPT 


FRANCE 


HUNGARY 


Mr. Jan Smid, Unesco Science Co-operation Office, 
United Nations Building, 106 Whangpoo Road, 
SHANGHAI, China. 


Mr. W. E. Purnell, Unesco Science Co-operation Office, 
8 Sh. el Salamlik, Garden City, 

CAIRO, Egypt. 

Prof. R. Berker, Unesco Science Co-operation Office, 
Istanbul Teknik Universitesi, Giimiissuyu, 


ISTANBUL, Turkey. 


Dr. A. Wolsky, Unesco Science Co-operation Office, 
University Buildings, DELHI, India. 


APPENDIX B 


Arrangements for the acceptance of orders 
accompanied by Unesco Coupons 


All Belgian booksellers will accept Unesco Book Coupons. 


All Booksellers in Burma are authorized to accept Unesco 
300k Coupons. 


Orders for Czechoslovak publications should be addressed 
to Orbis Co., Stalinova 46, PRAGUE XII. 


All Egyptian booksellers are authorized to accept Unesco 
Book Coupons. 


. Orders for publications may be addressed to any French 
bookseller, or, if none is known to the purchaser, to the 
Cercle de la Librairie, 117 Boulevard St. Germain, 
PARIS Ge. 


for microfilm should be addressed as follows: 


>. Orders 

(a2) in the fields of science, technology and philosophy 
to the Centre National de la Recherche Scientifique, 
18 rue Pierre-Curie, PARIS 5. 

(b) in the fields of literature, geography and humanistic 
study to the Bibliothéque Nationale, Service Photo- 
graphique, $8 rue de Richelieu, PARIS 2e. 

(c) in the fields of medicine to the Bibliothéque de la 
Faculté de Médecine Service Microfilms, 12 rue de 
l’Ecole de Médecine, PARIS 6. 

All orders for Hungarian publications should be sent to 


Ibusz, K6nyvoszt4ly, Académia-utca, BUDAPEST V. 
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INDIA All orders for books published in India should be sent to 
Dr. A. Wolsky, c/o Delhi University, DELHI. 


INDONESIA All Indonesian booksellers will accept Unesco Book 
Coupons. 
ISRAEL All Israeli booksellers are authorized to accept Unesco 


Book Coupons. 


THE NETHERLANDS All orders for publications should be sent to Stichting 
Grafisch Export Centrum, N.Z. 
Voorburgwal 58-60, AMSTERDAM C. 


SWITZERLAND Orders may be addressed to any bookseller or publisher in 
Switzerland. When none is known orders may be sent to 
Schweizerischer Buchhindler- und Verlegerverein, 
Kirchgasse 40, ZURICH. 

(for German language publications) and to 
Association des éditeurs et des libraires de la Suisse 
romande, LAUSANNE. 
(for French language publications). 


THAILAND All Thai booksellers will accept Unesco Book Coupons. 
UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA Orders may be seat to any South African book- 
seller. 


UNITED KINGDOM Orders for publications may be addressed to any book- 
seller in the United Kingdom. If none is known orders 
may be sent to 

Unesco Book Coupons, c/o Book Tokens Ltd., 
28 Little Russell Street, LONDON W.C.1. 
Orders for microfilm should be sent to 
ASLIB, 4 Palace Gate, Kensington, LONDON W.8. 


U.S.A. All orders for publications should be sent to American 
Booksellers’ Association, 
31 Madison Avenue, NEW YORK to. 
Orders for microfilms should be sent as follows: 

(a) In the field of Agriculture, to 
Dept. of Agriculture Library, WASHINGTON 25, 
3S @d 

(b) In the field of Medicine, to 
Army Medical Library, WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 

(c) In all other fields, to 
Mr. John C. L. Andreassen, Director of Administra- 
tion, Library of Congress, WASHINGTON 2s, 
DL. 


In cases where no bookseller is known to the purchaser, and no alternative address 
for orders is listed, orders should be sent to the Distributing Body of the country 
concerned (the addresses of these are shown in Appendix A). Such orders will be 
passed on to the appropriate booksellers or publishers. 


Humphrey Tenby, a Chartered Accountant, is manager of Book Tokens Ltd., the Booksellers’ 
Clearing House, and Book Tallies Ltd. 
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GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliography 
BIBLIOGRAPHY OF PUBLISHED SOURCES RELATING TO AFRICAN 
LAND TENURE. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s. sR8. 
156 pages. Paper bound. (Colonial No. 258) 
The publication of this bibliography by the African Studies Branch of the Colonial 
Office in conjunction with the Colonial Land Tenure Advisory Panel is not only for 
the benefit of those concerned with the study of land tenure, but also to indicate where 
further research is needed to fill gaps in existing knowledge. The study of native land 
tenure has received increasing attention in recent years and is recognized as the essen- 
tial preliminary to sound administration. The value of this bibliography is much 
enhanced by the annotations, often of some length. (016.3333096) 


Library Economy 
THE LIBRARY ASSOCIATION YEARBOOK, 1950. The Library Association, 
11s. D8. 525 pages. Frontispiece portrait. 

The Yearbook contains a full list of Members of the Association in Britain and over- 
seas, the Royal Charter and byelaws, the syllabus of professional examinations, in- 
formation regarding facilities for study and training in librarianship with a graded list 
of text-books and works of reference and copies of the examination papers set in 1949. 
There is also a list giving brief details of library associations in various parts of the 
world. (020.622) 


INFORMATION SERVICES: THEIR ORGANISATION AND ADMINIS- 
TRATION. R. L. Collison. Foreword by L. R. McColvin. James Clarke, 6s. 
D8. 87 pages. 21 illustrations. Bibliographies. 

This is a useful introductory work, by the Reference Librarian of the City of 

Westminster, on the systematic administration of a service which is vital to most 

organizations. An information service has two main purposes: to serve members of 

the organization and to give up-to-date and accurate information on the work and 
aims of the organization to the general public and other interested bodies. In fact, this 
is special librarianship and reference work, the basic techniques of which are clearly 

described by the author in this book. (025.5) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 


THE GENIUS OF EUROPE. Havelock Ellis. Williams & Norgate, 12s.6d. 
C8. 252 pages. Index. 
Havelock Ellis (1859-1939) left these reflections on the various national ‘geniuses’ of 
Europe unpublished at the time of his death. Those on England, France, Russia, 
Germany and Spain were written, or rewritten, during and immediately after the 
First World War. The chapter on Russia was recast after the Kerensky Revolution of 
1917. A foreword “My Credo’ and a chapter on ‘Nationalism and Peace’ were 
written in the last year of his life. ‘I was not concerned with temporary and merely 
political conditions,’ he observes, ‘it was the psychological and anthropological 
characterization of the European peoples which interested me.’ But he is not, he says, 
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concerned with so-called ‘racial’ theories so much as with the hereditary traditions 
among which the various peoples of Europe have grown up—‘national traits con- 
stituting what we may term the “genius” of a nation’ which ‘remain unchanged 
under widely changed political conditions’. The foreword is particularly interesting as 
giving a brief history of the growth of the author’s philosophy of life. (136.494) 


THE ENGLISH MysSTICS. Gerald Bullett. Michael Joseph, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 
239 pages. 8 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
Mr. Bullett says that his book is not offered as a contribution to the scholarship of 
mysticism, but as a means of first approach to it. He has tried, he says, to make his 
account of the lives and writings of some representative English mystics as objective 
and impartial as possible, “presenting the facts as I find them and leaving it to the 
reader to pronounce judgment, if he must’. In his inquiry into the nature of mysticism 
itself, Mr. Bullett admits that ‘the line between ecstasy and self-deceiving hysteria may 
be sometimes no broader than a razor’s edge,’ but, he asserts, ‘that is no good reason 
for refusing to listen to those who, at least in their own belief, have from time to time, 
or perhaps only once in their lives, attained a state of being beyond our normal 
reach’. For Mr. Bullett, poctry is the ultimate language of mysticism, and though he 
includes mystics such as Richard Rolle and George Fox, a chapter on the Cambridge 
Platonists of the seventeenth century, and the Anglican divine William Law, the 
greater part of his book, apart from the long inquiry into the nature of mysticism 
itself, deals with the poets—John Donne, Henry Vaughan, William Wordsworth 
and William Blake. There are also shorter sections on Shelley, Richard Jefferies and 
D. H. Lawrence. Though his book is chiefly a study of English mysticism, it neces- 
sarily includes some consideration of ancient Indian, Chinese and Greek religious 
thought. (149.3) 


HUMAN ABILITY. A Continuation of “The Abilities of Man’. C. Spearman 
and Li. Wynn Jones. Macmillan, 16s. D8. 206 pages. Indexes. 
This book was planned and partly written by Professor Spearman before his death and 
has been completed by Professor Wynn Jones. It continues the line of thought de- 
veloped by Professor Spearman in The Abilities of Man and deals with the possibility 
of throwing light on mental functioning by means of the statistical analysis of tests. 
Since Professor Spearman was largely responsible for founding the school of factorial 
analysis, which is now of considerable importance in modern psychology, his last 
work is of some significance. The book mainly elucidates, without greatly adding to, 
Spearman’s fundamental theory, but it adds a number of data arising from more recent 
investigations. (151.2651) 


A STUDY OF HEGEL’sS LoGic.G. R. G. Mure. Oxford University Press, 
30s. M8. 385 pages. 2 tables. Index. 
Dr. Mure’s Introduction to Hegel was an account, suited to the general reader, of that 
line of philosophic thought, through Aristotle and Kant, which led up to the main 
positions of Hegelian philosophy. His new book is one for professional students of 
Hegel, and is mainly an exposition and analysis of Hegelian logic; for these students it 
forms an admirable guide to Hegel’s Encyclopedia and his Wissenschaft der Logik. The 
first eighteen chapters present Hegel’s views, with such comment as Dr. Mure thinks 
desirable for clarity. The remaining four chapters contain some general criticism of 
Hegel’s dialectic from a scholar who is in sympathy with Hegel’s main position. Dr. 
Mure is Warden of Merton College, Oxford University. (160) 
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THE SPIRITUAL PHYSICK OF RHAzES. Translated from the Arabic by 
A. J. Arberry. Murray, 4s. F8. 116 pages. Index. (Wisdom of the East) 
Rhazes is the latinized form of the name of the famous Arab physician, Abu Bakr 
Muhammad ibn Zakariya al-Razi, who was born near Teheran in A.D. 864 and died 
in 925. Although his medical writings were highly prized by Muslims, Jews and 
Christians, in the Middle Ages, his philosophical work was condemned as heretical by 
Muslim opinion. The Spiritual Physick was not published until 1939 and the present 
translation is the first to be made in any language. The book was written at the request 
of a Persian prince, as a companion to the Liber Almansoris which treated of ‘bodily 
physick’. As its title suggests it deals with the ways by which a man may cure defects 
of character or habit. Although fully familiar with Greek thought, the author’s aim 
was to present a brief and concise statement on popular ethics rather than to write a 
treatise on philosophy. The approach is that of a man of wide experience, great com- 
mon sense, a stoical attitude to misfortune, and, for the age in which he lived, an extra- 
ordinary freedom from superstition. The translator is Sir Thomas Adam’s Professor 
of Arabic in the University of Cambridge. (171) 


INTRODUCTION TO KIERKEGAARD. Regis Jolivet. Translated from the 
French by W. H. Barber. Muller, 15s. D8. 251 pages. Notes. 
Although during the past fifteen years most of the major works of Kierkegaard have 
been translated into English, many readers have found his thought unusually difficult 
of approach. This volume by the Dean of the Faculty of Philosophy in the Catholic 
University of Lyon (and admirably translated by Mr. Barber) is intended to serve as 
a general introduction to the life and thought of a thinker whom the contemporary 
world cannot neglect. The book is divided into three parts. Part One is a biographical 
sketch in which are traced the formative influences of his thought and life. In Part Two, 
Kierkegaard’s spiritual life is analysed and we have chapters on the inner conflict, his 
melancholy and his faith. The third part deals with the main elements of Kierkegaard’s 
thought and in the concluding chapter an attempt is made to assess his significance by 
comparing the benefits which his works confer with the dangers to which they expose 
us. Professor Jolivet has certainly succeeded in illuminating many of the darker regions 
of Kierkegaard’s thought, and those who have not yet become acquainted with this 
strangely challenging thinker, or have abandoned the attempt to understand, might 
well turn to this introduction as a guide. (199.489) 


RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


THE GROWTH OF THE OLD TESTAMENT. H. H. Rowley. Hutchinson, 
7s.6d. C8. 192 pages. Bibliography. Index. (Hutchinson’s University Library: 
Christian Religion) 

In this volume Professor Rowley traces the development of the literature of the Old 

Testament and shows how the books have reached their present form. The non- 

specialist who desires to be abreast of modern study in this field cannot do better than 

read this particularly illuminating survey. It is a model of what such an introduction 


should be. (221) 


STUDIES IN OLD TESTAMENT PROPHECY. Edited by H. H. Rowley. 
T. & T. Clark (Edinburgh), 16s. D8. 218 pages. Bibliography. 

This volume contains essays contributed by members and honorary members of the 

Society for Old Testament Study and presented to Professor T. H. Robinson, the 
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President of the Society, to celebrate his sixty-fifth birthday. The authors of the essays 
are British scholars and distinguished representatives of American and Continental 
scholarship. Among them are Professors Albright, Driver, Eissfeldt, Johnson, Lods, 
North, Pederson, Porteous, Rowley, Scott, Snaith and Henton Davies. The themes 
discussed are of vital interest particularly to advanced students of the Old Testament. 
All the essays, as one would expect from the names of the authors, attain a high level 
of excellence. There is a bibliography of the writings of Professor Robinson. (221.1) 


ABOUT THE GOSPELS. C. H. Dodd. Cambridge University Press, 3s.6d. sC8. 
53 pages. 
This book by Dr. C. H. Dodd, formerly Norris-Hulse Professor of Divinity in the 
University of Cambridge, represents four addresses delivered as part of the Sunday 
morning services of the British Broadcasting Corporation. The titles of the chapters 
are: The Beginnings of Gospel Writing; The Living Tradition; The Development of 
Gospel Writing; and The Interpretation of the Gospel. We are introduced to the 
events of the old world into which the gospels entered, the dates and authenticity of 
the documents are discussed, and the life of the early communities of Christian men and 
women for whom the gospels were written is set forth with a simplicity that is rooted 
in profound learning. (226) 


THE BIBLICAL DOCTRINE OF ELECTION. H. H. Rowley. Lutterworth 
Press, 148. D8. 184 pages. Indexes. 
The author, who is Professor of Hebrew Language and Literature in the University of 
Manchester, here deals with the much neglected doctrine of election. He is concerned 
to show that the doctrine is fundamental to the thought of the Bible. Israel is the chosen 
people of God; the Church is the heir of the divine election. In the Old and New 
Testaments individuals are described as chosen of God for their particular task. The 
first chapter on the election of Israel is followed by chapters on the corollaries of 
Israel’s election, the limitation and extension of Israel’s election, the election of indivi- 
duals, election without covenant and the heirs of election. The relation of the doctrine 
of election to the covenant and the remnant is clearly brought out and we are enabled 
to see how the limitation of the divine election to the remnant and its extension to the 
Gentiles leads to the emergence of the idea of the Church rather than an elect nation. 
In the final chapter, the New Testament claim that the Christian Church is the heir of 
Israel’s election is evaluated. The treatment of the subject is marked by clarity and deep 
religious interest. While the book is the work of a foremost Old Testament scholar and 
is a contribution to Old Testament theology, it will be welcomed by those who have 
no specialized training in Old Testament studies. The footnotes contain useful biblio- 
graphies and provide illuminating discussions on difficult problems. (234.9) 


THE RELIGIOUS ORDERS IN ENGLAND. Dom David Knowles. Reprint. 
Cambridge University Press, 35s. R8. 364 pages. Frontispiece. Appendices. 
Bibliography. Index. 

In an earlier volume, The Monastic Order in England, Dom David Knowles, who is 

Professor of Medieval History in the University of Cambridge, traced the history of 

the monastic order in England from the times of Dunstan to the Fourth Council of 

the Lateran. In the present volume (first published in 1948) he begins to trace the 
history of the religious orders down to the dissolution and deals with the activities of 
monks and friars from 1216 to about 1340. The book, which is complete in itself, is 
divided into three parts. First, the old orders are described and a full account is given 
of the exploitation of the land and the system of visitation. In the second part, the 
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history and work of the friars is considered and, finally, we have a survey of the 
monasteries and their world with special reference to the cathedral monasteries, the 
monastic boroughs, the position of the abbot, the daily life of the monastery and 
the contribution of the religious orders to history, art and music. This is a book of out- 
standing value. The author's scholarship is everywhere evident and he has brought to 
his task an acute insight, a lucid style and a sympathetic understanding born of know- 
ledge of monasticism from the inside. (271.0942) 


DIOCESE OF VICTORIA, HONG KONG: A HUNDRED YEARS OF 
CHURCH HISTORY 1849-1949. G. B. Endacott and Dorothy E. She. 
Kelly & Walsh (Hong Kong), 7s.6d. D8. 174 pages. 12 photographs. Map. 

Hong Kong was ceded to the British Crown in 1842 and the first Colonial Chaplain 

there was appointed early in the following year. Six years later the Rev. George Smith 

was consecrated first Bishop of Victoria, Hong Kong, with a jurisdiction extending 
over Anglicans throughout the whole of China and Japan. In the hundred years that 
have elapsed this huge area has been subdivided into nineteen dioceses and that of 

Victoria is now limited to Hong Kong, Kwangtung, and Southern Kwangsi. This 

book, compiled from Cathedral and Diocesan records, and from first-hand informa- 

tion, outlines the interesting history of this parent diocese of the Church of England 

in China and Japan. (283.512) 


THE RELIGION OF THE YORUBAS. Being an Account of the Religious 
Beliefs and Practices of the Yoruba Peoples of Southern Nigeria, especially 
in relation to the Religion of Ancient Egypt. Ven. Archdeacon J. Olumide 
Lucas. C.M.S. Bookshop (Lagos, Nigeria), 15s. D8. 432 pages. 60 illustra- 
tions. Map. Bibliography. 

The value of this very detailed study of the religious beliefs, rites, ceremonies and 

traditions of the Yoruba peoples (among the most advanced tribes of Nigeria, number- 

ing four million or one-fifth of the population) is enhanced by the fact that the author 
is himself a Yoruba, born and bred in the country, and was himself a pagan before 
conversion to Christianity. The thesis is that Yoruba religious ideas derive from 

Ancient Egypt, and indicate a close connection between the two kingdoms from 

remote antiquity. (299.64) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 


FOR A HUMAN ADVANCE. Abel J. Jones. Nelson, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 
206 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
This is yet another attempt to diagnose the effects of, and suggest a cure for, the failure 
of mankind’s moral and mental development to keep up with scientific discoveries. 
In the first part of the book the author defines the spirit of the age as one of precocity, 
lack of discipline and profound doubt, resulting from both the shaking-up effect of 
two world wars and from the contact between different levels of civilization through 
the acceleration in communication. He continues, on fairly conventional lines, to 
recommend the ideals and habits which he thinks will improve the situation; among 
these he emphasizes greater reliance on reason ard a wider conception of loyalty. 
Finally he relies heavily on ‘fine leaders’ to bring about the desirable state of affairs. 
An interesting last section is devoted to a discussion of various ‘influences at work’: 
systematic, such as the Government, the Church, and the educational system; and un- 
systematic, such as the film, the radio and the Press. (301) 
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THE STATESMAN’S YEAR-BOOK. Statistical and Historical Annual of the 
States of the World for the Year 1950. Edited by S. H. Steinberg. 87th 
issue. Revised after official returns. Macmillan, 36s. C8. 1,618 pages. Map. 
Index. 

Not the least valuable part of Tie Statesman’s Year-Book consists of the select lists of 

supplementary reading matter which accompany the various sections, and the current 

issue is no exception in this respect. Here for the first time presented as independent 
units are the Council of Europe, the United States of Indonesia, and the State of 

Israel, while the constitutional change of India that is Bharat and a chapter on the East 

Africa High Commission are indicative of further developments within the British 

Commonwealth of Nations. Extension of the customary comparative statistical 

tables and revision of the vital statistics quoted have increased the usefulness of this 

annual as a source of reference. Many pages are devoted to the United Nations and 
their specialized agencies; and other international organizations, such as the World 

Council of Churches, O.E.E.C., the North Atlantic Treaty, the Arab League, etc., 

also make up a substantial part of the book. The sections dealing with the different 

countries are as usual a mine of solid information. As the editor has contrived in many 
cases to include the latest developments, as, for instance, in Turkey, arising from the 

May quadrennial parliamentary elections there, it is a pity that—perhaps for technical 

reasons—it was not possible to record the outbreak of the Korean conflict. The student 

and research worker look in vain also for the names of the members of the Soviet 

Government, an omission which it is hoped may be rectified in the next issue. A 

coloured map gives, in equal-area projection, the field covered by the North Atlantic 

Treaty, the Brussels Treaty and the Council of Europe. (305) 


Political Science 
CITIZENSHIP AND SOCIAL CLASS, and Other Essays. T. H. Marshall. 
Cambridge University Press, 10s.6d. C8. 165 pages. 
The first half of this book is based on two lectures given last year at Cambridge on the 
Alfred Marshall Foundation. The three additional chapters, also on social structure, are 
reprints of articles in periodicals. The author, who is Professor of Social Institutions in 
the University of London, describes the historical foundations of citizenship in England 
and shows how the growth of civil rights and duties has had and will continue to have 
profound effects upon the social strata of the community. (323-3) 
COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND WELFARE ACTS. RETURN OF 
SCHEMES MADE UNDER THE COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT AND 
WELFARE ACTS, BY THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE 
COLONIES, WITH THE CONCURRENCE OF THE TREASURY, IN 
THE PERIOD FROM IST APRIL, 1949, TO 3IST APRIL, 1950. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.9d. M8. 93 pages. Paper bound. 
This Return of Schemes shows that grants and loans totalling eleven and a half million 
pounds have been made during the year 1949-50, and a further amount of over one 
and three-quarter million pounds granted for research schemes. During the year 
Development Plans have been approved for Fiji, Dominica, Aden, and Jamaica, and 
a revised Plan for Uganda. Malaya, Northern Rhodesia and Jamaica each received 
grants of more than a million pounds. The schemes cover forty-three colonial terri- 
tories in every part of the world, and range over every type of subject from archaeology 
in Malta to the construction of a runway in Barbados suitable for large American 
planes. (325.342) 
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COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION REPORT AND 

FOR 1949. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. M8. 70 pages. 6 maps. 
Whilst at the beginning of 1949 only nine undertakings were in operation, at the year’s 
close these had increased to twenty-eight, with fifty-two more in active planning and 
another sixty-six under consideration. Details of all these schemes are given in this 
Report, together with chapters on special factors such as land tenure, markets for 
colonial produce, and the general colonial economic background. (325.3429061) 


ACCOUNTS 


THE BRITISH TERRITORIES IN EAST AND CENTRAL AFRICA I1945- 
1950. Colonial Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s. M8. 166 pages. (Com- 
mand Paper 7987) 

A valuable survey of the post-war affairs of Kenya, Tanganyika, Uganda, Somaliland, 

Zanzibar, Nyasaland, and Northern Rhodesia. Political progress is dealt with at some 

length, and an account given of the centralization of many services under the East 

Africa High Commission and the Central African Council. In addition to an account 

of economic life and development, tables of revenue, imports, and exports are given 

in appendices. Research has progressed in many fields, particularly trypanosomiasis 
and locust control. Further chapters deal with education and social services. An 
appendix lists selected official publications on these territories issued between 1946 and 

1949. (325.342006) 


WHO'S WHO IN PARLIAMENT. A Listener’s Guide to Canberra. Herald 
and Weekly Times (Melbourne, Australia), 2s. sC4. 55 pages. Illustrations. 
The broadcasting of proceedings in the Australian Commonwealth Parliament has 
developed a wide interest in them, and this book aims to answer the many questions 
which the general listener would ask. It outlines the procedure in the Federal Parlia- 
ment, the functions and duties of the various officers, and explains briefly many Parlia- 
mentary terms. It includes biographical accounts and portraits of all ministers and 
members and plans of the seating arrangements in both the Senate and House of 
Xepresentatives to complete a useful picture of the national legislature. (328.94) 

Economics Political Economy 

LEASEHOLD COMMITTEE: FINAL REPORT. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s. 

sR8. 162 pages. Appendix. Paper bound. (Command Paper 7982) 

In 1948 a Committee of experts under the chairmanship first of Lord Uthwatt and 
later of Lord Justice Jenkins, was appointed to consider, inter alia, whether occupying 
tenants of residential or other premises should be given the right to purchase com- 
pulsorily the freehold and other interests in the premises they occupy on the expira- 
tion of the leases and to consider other aspects of the problem of leasehold enfranchise- 
ment. The Committee, having previously submitted an interim report on business 
premises, has now issued its final report. The subject is an intricate branch of the law 
of property in England and the report and its recommendations cannot be reviewed 
in a short space. It is, however, of great importance to conveyanicers, property owners 
and others interested in the problem of the devolution of property on the expiration 
of leaseholds. (333.54) 


STUDIES IN REVOLUTION. Edward Hallett Carr. Macmillan, 9s.6d. C8. 
235 pages. 

Most of the fourteen studies in the ideological origins and background of the Russian 

Revolution which Professor Carr has collected in this book first appeared as front-page 
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articles in The Times Literary Supplement. Several have been revised and augmented. 
They are modestly described as by-products of the author’s forthcoming History of 
Soviet Russia, but they deserve to be ranked higher, being of notable interest. The book 
is similar to Mr. Carr’s admirably written The Romantic Exiles (1933), noticed in 
British Book News, November 1949, for it deals, by methods that are mainly bio- 
graphical, with the forerunners and course of the Russian Revolution and the forma- 
tion of Communist parties in Germany and Great Britain. The subjects range from 
Saint-Simon, the begetter of many of the nineteenth-century revolutionary ideas, to 
Mr. William Gallacher, ‘the most representative British Communist,’ and they include 
Marx, Proudhon, Herzen, Lassalle, Sorel, Lenin and Stalin. Mr. Carr’s approach is 
strictly rational and objective; there are no ethical comments. The book will be appre- 
ciated most by readers with some previous knowledge of the Russian political parties. 
The author was Professor of International Politics in the University College of Wales 
at Aberystwyth, 1936-47. (335-04) 


DEATH DUTIES. K. McFarlane. 2nd edition. Stevens & Sons, 4s. IF8. 
118 pages. Appendices. Index. Paper bound. (“This is the Law’ Series) 
This little book, written mainly for the layman, explains concisely and simply the law 
governing the payment of duties in Great Britain on estates at death. Since the first 
edition was published (1948) legacy and succession duties have been abolished leaving 
one duty only to be paid, namely Death Duty. The book deals in outline with the 
whole field and is an admirable guide to a complicated subject. To assist readers to 
understand more easily the principles on which the tax operates, specimen assessments 
have been included. Appendices contain the rates of duty and relevant statutes and 
orders. The author, a Doctor of Laws, is on the staff of the Estate Duty Office. 
(336.276) 
RATING VALUATION PRACTICE. P. R. Bean and Arthur Lockwood. 
and edition. Stevens & Sons, 30s. R8. 360 pages. Tables. Index. 
The Local Government Act 1948, effected a fundamental change in the law and 
practice of assessing premises for local rates in England and Wales. It transferred the 
duty of assessment from local municipal authorities, who had carried out the function 
for some three hundred years, to the Commissioners of Inland Revenue. A further 
change relates to assessment of small house property. This new edition reviews the 
whole field of assessment in practice in the light of these important changes. In addition, 
matters not affected by the Act of 1948 have been brought up to date and a chapter 
added on the taxation of land and buildings. The book is the work of two Chartered 
Surveyors and is primarily for the use of the surveyor rather than the legal practitioner 
although it should also be of value to him in understanding the practical side of the 
subject. Students taking professional examinations and others interested in the subject 
will find it a clear and concise manual, well illustrated by practical examples and 
references to relevant case law. A foreword has been contributed by Mr. Harold B. 
Williams, King’s Counsel. (336.292) 


PROSPECT FOR THE LAND. L. F. Easterbrook for the Economic Informa- 
tion Unit and the Central Office of Information. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. 
F4. 50 pages. Illustrations. Paper bound. 


Mr. Easterbrook, a well-known agricultural authority, wrote this booklet on lines 
suggested by the Economic Information Unit of the Treasury and the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries, but while the text is broadly in accordance with the agri- 
cultural policy of the Government it should not be regarded as either a complete or 
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official statement of such policy. The booklet, which is lucidly and vigorously written, 
is designed to increase the countryman’s awareness of the part that agriculture has to 
play in the national economic recovery and to bring to the townsman a message that 
will deepen his appreciation of what the British people owe to the land. After a back- 
ward glance at British agriculture of the last fifty years or so, Mr. Easterbrook indicates 
the lines upon which he considers Britain must expand her agriculture. He is fully 
aware of the economic factors and social changes that attend the problem, but is 
certainly no defeatist, and this stimulating pamphlet, which is enriched by first-class 
photographs, should have a wide appeal. (338.10942) 


MEAT. A Summary of Figures of Production, Trade and Consumption 
relating to Beef, Live Cattle, Mutton and Lamb, Live Sheep, Bacon and 
Hams, Pork, Live Pigs, Canned Meat, Offals, Poultry-meat. Common- 
wealth Economic Committee: Intelligence Branch. H.M. Stationery Office, 
ss. sC4. 111 pages. 72 tables. Appendices. Paper bound. 

This review is the second post-war issue of a series with the aim of presenting in con- 

venient form up-to-date summaries of production, international trade and consump- 

tion for a group of allied commodities, with special reference to the part played by 
the countries of the British Commonwealth of Nations. The figures cover as far as 
possible the post-war years up to 1948, and, where available, 1949 statistics. Fuller 

details of the war years were published in Meat (1948). (338.176) 


COLLIERY YEAR BOOK AND COAL TRADES DIRECTORY, I1950. 
28th edition. Louis Cassier, 25s. D8. 978 pages. 

This work of reference, which covers coal mining and allied industries in Britain, has 

been revised to date and includes some new material. Plans showing production areas 

in each Division have been included, and more space has been devoted to open-cast 

workings. Gas undertakings which have been generally affected by recent nationaliza- 

tion have also received special notice in this edition. (338.272058) 


REPORT ON THE FISHERIES OF SCOTLAND 1949. Scottish Home 

Department. H.M. Stationery Office (Edinburgh), 1s.9d. sR8. 68 pages. 

8 illustrations. 53 tables. Appendices. Paper bound. (Command Paper 7979) 
The year 1949 was on the whole disappointing for Scottish fishermen. The main 
summer herring fishing off the east coast was a failure and the results in the white fish 
section especially from the North Sea and other near waters were disappointing. 
Nevertheless, both the white fish and total wet fish landings during the year were 
greater than those in 1938. After giving an outline of the year’s work, the report deals 
with Means of Capture and Persons Engaged; Herring; White Fish; Shell Fisheries; 
Miscellaneous matters, such as by-products; Marine Superintendence; Scientific 
Investigations; Salmon Fisheries; and Harbours. (338.3720941) 


THE SOCIAL CRISIS OF OUR TIME. Wilhelm Répke. Translated from 
the German by Annette and Peter Schiffer Jacobsohn. Hodge, 15s. D8. 
272 pages. Notes. Index. 

In this work, the original Swiss edition of which appeared in 1942 under the title Die 

Gesellschaftskrisis der Gegenwart, the author debates the comparative merits of capitalism 

and socialism. He condemns both, and argues in favour of a middle way, based on 

genuine competition, as the only safeguard against the totalitarian state. He would 
welcome the establishment of an international economic order which would defend 


743 








the small producer, decentralize industry and destroy monopoly. Other important 
works by the same author are Crises and Cycles, International Economic Disintegration 
and Civitas Humana. (338.91) 
Law 
MEDICAL JURISPRUDENCE AND TOXICOLOGY. John Glaister. 9th 
edition. Livingstone (Edinburgh), 35s. L.Post 8. 769 pages. Illustrations, 
many coloured. References. Index. 
Recent editions of Smith’s Forensic Medicine, Taylor’s Principles and Practice of Medical 
Jurisprudence and this ninth edition of Glaister, help to maintain the pre-eminence of 
the Scottish school of forensic medicine. Glaister, which first appeared in 1902, is 
generally accepted as a condensed but reliable reference book for medical practi- 
tioners, and especially welcome is its reappearance after five years, fully revised and 
including the new legislation, National Health Service Acts, the National Insurance 
(Industrial Injuries) Act, the Law Reform (Personal Injuries) Act, and the alterations 
in the law relating to the sale and control of poisons. Professor Glaister is particuarly 
well known for his work in toxicology, and to this section have been added para- 
graphs on D.D.T., benzedrine sulphate, beryllium and radioactive substances. Chemi- 
cal tests are now arranged alphabetically by substance in an appendix. A chapter on 
the Effects of the Atomic Bomb replaces that on war gases, and new material is 
included on such subjects as the liability of hospitals and nursing homes, finger-prints, 
medico-legal aspects of artificial insemination and Rh sub-types. Notes on recent legal 
decisions add interest to an outstanding book, illustrated by excellent photographs. 
(340.6) 
THE BRITISH CONSTITUTION. Sir Ivor Jennings. 3rd edition. Cambridge 
University Press, 12s.6d. 1C8. 238 pages. 8 illustrations. Index. (English 
Institutions) 
This is not primarily a history or a theoretical discussion of the British Constitution 
but a survey of how the Constitution works under conditions that make modern 
problems of government. Few events illustrating the work of the Constitution are 
earlier than 1900 and most of them, as the changes in this third edition show, are taken 
from very recent events. The usual aspects of the Constitution dealt with in the more 
conventional books on this subject are discussed here: the electorate, the House of 
Commons, the House of Lords, the Monarchy and the Cabinet, but a difference of 
emphasis is given. This is seen in the importance the author attaches, for instance, to 
political education, personal qualities, the view that the peers’ work must be done 
somewhere, and the significance of a live Opposition. The chapter on British Demo- 
cracy, the high-light of this book, crystallizes what the author has been emphasizing, 
‘the close correspondence between the actions of the government and the opinion of 
the electorate’ and that ‘democracy means that the people must be free to choose the 
rulers and the rulers govern according to the wishes of the people’. The general reader 
will welcome this book, eminently practical in its ‘common sense and no nonsense’. 
The author is Vice-Chancellor of the University of Ceylon. His book was first pub- 
lished in 1941 and has been constantly reprinted since. (342.42) 


PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICE OF THE CRIMINAL LAW. S. F. Harris. 
18th edition by A. M. Wilshere. Sweet & Maxwell, 30s. D8. 742 pages. 
Tables. Appendix. Index. 

A new edition of this well-established students’ text-book has been rendered necessary 


by important changes effected by the Criminal Justice Act of 1948. It is a most 
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comprehensive work on the principles and practice of the law in England. The main 
headings under which the subject has been treated are: offences of a public nature, 
offences against the person, offences against property, the procedure upon prosecution 
for indictable offences and summary jurisdiction. An appendix contains forms of indict- 
ment. The text is extensively annotated by copious references to case law. (343.0942) 


LAW LIST, 1950. Edited by Leslie C. E. Turner. Stevens & Sons, 17s.6d. 
D8. 1,430 pages. Index. 
This invaluable work of reference appears in a new format. The size of the page has 
been increased and the whole has been reset in a new type. The contents have been re- 
arranged under the four main divisions of Courts and Offices, Counsel, Solicitors and 
International. Under Courts and Offices is to be found details relating to the Judges and 
Officers of Courts of every jurisdiction in England and Wales, lists of stipendary 
magistrates, Recorders, Clerks of the Peace, etc., law and public offices and much 
information of a similar character. The section devoted to Counsel includes particulars 
relating to the Inns of Court and other legal institutions, lists of King’s Counsel, 
barristers, Scottish Advocates and Irish barristers being also members of the English 
bar, and of the barristers attached to the various circuits and sessions. The third part 
contains information dealing with the Law Society and provincial law Societies, a list 
of Solicitors in London, the suburbs and counties, lists of Notaries-public, Parlia- 
mentary agents, etc. The International Section contains particulars as to the Dominion 
Representatives and Agents-General, Foreign Consulates, International lawyers in 
London, Scottish Advocates and Irish barristers and a list of lawyers arranged according 
to countries. A good general index completes the work, which, so far as relates to 
Solicitors, is published by the authority of the Law Society. (347.058) 


LAW OF QUASI-CONTRACTS. J. H. Munkman. Pitman, 20s. sR8. 118 pages. 
Tables. Index. 
The author defines a quasi-contract as an obligation to pay a sum of money to another 
person, by way of restitution or recompense, which is imposed by law, in justice to 
that other person, on the occurrence of a certain state of facts. It is a complicated branch 
of the English law of contract and this text-book fills a long-felt need, the subject 
having been virtually unexplored. Although it is intended chiefly for the use of legal 
practitioners it will be valuable to students of commercial law. It deals with general 
principles, money had and received, restitution, obligation to account, reimbursement 
and practice and procedure. The author is a barrister-at-law. (347.4) 


Administration : Local Government 
ENGLISH LOCAL GOVERNMENT. Herman Finer. 4th edition, revised. 
Methuen, 36s. D8. $77 pages. Bibliography. Index. y 

Since the last revision of this standard work, which is by a former Reader in Public 
Administration at the London School of Economics, there have been some important 
new statutes relating to local government. The Education Act of 1944, followed by the 
Boundaries Act, the National Health Service Act, the Town and Country Planning 
Act, the Local Government Act and others, have considerably altered the powers and 
duties of local authorities This new edition, accordingly, has been expanded to include 
the major new facts and statistics up to 1950. Other well-known works by the same 
author are The Theory and Practice of Modern Government, Mussolini’s Italy, Municipal 
Trading and The Future of Government. (352.042) 
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Social Welfare 
SOCIAL CASE-WORK IN GREAT BRITAIN. Edited by Cherry Morris. 
Faber & Faber, 12s.6d. D8. 223 pages. Chapter bibliographies. Indexes. 
Eleven experts (Clare Britton, Una M. Cormack, D. M. Deed, Noél K. Hunnybun, 
Kay McDougall, W. G. Minn, Cherry Morris, Barbara Reeve, Jean Snelling, Ena M. 
Steel and Eileen L. Younghusband) here describe the various methods which are now 
adopted by social workers in Great Britain to help individuals and families who are 
suffering from personal and social difficulties. They explain the work of almoners, 
child-care workers, family case-workers, workers in child guidance clinics and mental 
hospitals, moral welfare workers and probation officers. The book should be of con- 
siderable interest to the general reader as well as to those who are already engaged in 
social work, (360) 


Education 


THE ENGLISH AT SCHOOL. G. F. Lamb. Allen & Unwin, 12s.6d. C8. 
192 pages. (Library of English Life and Thought) 
An unusual anthology which portrays English school life and educational ideas from 
the time of Ethelred the Unready to the present day. It is intended primarily for the 
general reader, and each extract is preceded by a brief introduction bringing out the 
point and significance of the passage. Schools represented range from the early 
monastic schools to the mixed school of today, and from the village school to the great 
Public School; and authors quoted include Chaucer, Ascham, Crabbe, Thackeray, 
Disraeli, S. P. B. Mais and Stephen Spender, as well as many less familiar writers. 
(370.942) 


THE TREATMENT OF THE BACKWARD CHILD. R. K. Robertson. 
Methuen, 2s. sC8. 36 pages. 4 photographs. Bibliography. Appendix. 
Paper bound. 


A short booklet on the problems of teaching backward children within the framework 
of the ordinary school, based on material abstracted from the papers of the late R. K. 
Robertson, who was the first full-time educational psychologist to the Barnsley 
Education Committee. There is a useful bibliography and the appendix gives practical 
hints on the supply and storage of materials suitable for use in the various activities 
which are suggested. (371.9) 


A HANDBOOK OF SOCIAL sTuD1ES for teachers in Secondary Schools 
and County Colleges. Joan Dray and David Jordan. Methuen, 7s.6d. C8. 
154 pages. 28 figures. 

The Principal of Dudley Training College and a Lecturer at the college have written 

this book ‘as a guide for teachers who are looking for a method of approach to school 

work, and as a handbook of method for students in training, which gets away from 
narrow subject divisions without making necessary a purely project approach’. Their 
method aims at providing ‘continuity of work within a flexible syllabus, provokes 
inquiry and directs investigation, promotes variety of expression, and links classroom 
methods of inquiry with those used by intelligent adults outside the school’. Chapters 
are devoted to the scope of social studies, the role of the teacher, method in the class 
period, organization in the classroom, the diagrammatic method, and a social studies 
course in outline, with lists of books, films and wall charts. (375-3) 
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Economic Geography 


A MODERN ECONOMIC GEOGRAPHY. H. A. Chapman and P. M. 
Siddons-Wilson. 2nd edition of Geography for Civil Service Candidates. 


Pitman, 10s. C8. 368 pages. Illustrations. Maps. Tables. Diagrams. Index. 
(Civil Service Preparation Series) 

A text-book intended for ‘students preparing for the examinations in Geography set 
by the Civil Service Commissioners’ and other examining bodies; and for the general 
reader. The first five chapters deal with physical geography; climate; mineral, veget- 
able and animal resources; communications and transport on a world-wide basis. The 
rest of the book deals with economic geography on a regional basis, regions being 
grouped geographically and then politically. For an economic geography singularly 
few figures are given and unscholarly habits are encouraged by the total lack of 
references or lists for further reading. With these reservations it is a clear, succinct and 
up-to-date text-book. (380.9) 


PHILOLOGY 


ENGLISH-NORWEGIAN DICTIONARY. Th. Gleditsch. From the 2nd 
Norwegian edition by Th. Gleditsch, Margit Sahlgaard Borresen and 
Birger Krogh Johanssen. Allen & Unwin, 25s. D8. 863 pages. 

This English edition of a dictionary which, since its first appearance in 1911, has 

enjoyed a high reputation in Norway is from the second Norwegian edition of 1948. 

Th. Gleditsch died in 1942 before the manuscript of that edition had taken final shape, 

and the work was continued by Margit Sahlgaard Borresen until her death in 1945 

and completed by Birger Krogh Johanssen. Its publication will be welcomed by all 

those interested in Norwegian language and literature, particularly as their wants in 
this respect have been frugally supplied in the past. Gratitude would have been even 
greater had some attention been paid to the peculiar needs of English-speaking users, 
such as the insertion of genders and complete translation into Norwegian of all the 

English phrases given. The latest Norwegian orthography of 1938 has been used which 

will be an advantage to those wishing to write what for the time being, at least, is 

correct Norwegian. (439.8203) 


PURE SCIENCE 


THE SCIENCE TEACHER'S HANDBOOK. A Companion to Everyday 
Science Topics. T. A. Tweddle. Harrap, 12s.6d. D8. 249 pages. 163 figures. 
Index. 

A most useful book for the science teacher and training college student, based on the 

scheme covered by the author’s three pupils’ books under the title Everyday Science 

Topics. Appliances for examination and subjects for discussion are listed for each of the 

main topics, viz., Science in the Home, Science in the World Outside, Science and 

Health, and the Science of Common Things. Demonstration experiments, models and 

sources of information are described and there are sections on the use of electricity in 

the science room, aquaria, and school-made optical aids and their use. The chapter on 
the school science library room includes nine pages of titles of suggested books and 
periodicals. All the models have been made and the drawings and instructions on 
methods of construction and materials to use are particularly clear. The author is 
Headmaster of Gladstone Street Boys’ Secondary Modern School, Darlington. (507) 
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Mathematics 
METHODS OF MATHEMATICAL PHysics. Harold Jeffreys and Bertha 
Swirles Jeffreys. 2nd edition. Cambridge University Press, 84s. sC4. 
720 pages. Notes. Appendix on notation. Index. 
This edition is substantially the same in content as the first (1946) but some sections 
have been added, small errors corrected and some proofs improved. The treatment of 
matrics has been extended, and the account of multiple integrals has been rewritten 
and made more systematic. In the chapter on numerical methods, a more detailed 
introduction is given to that mode of solution of differential equations initiated by 
L. F. Richardson and extensively developed under the name of ‘relaxation methods’ by 
R. V. Southwell. The great value of this Cambridge classic to the student of mathe- 
matical physics is shown by the need for a second edition only four years after the 
publication of the first. All the principal mathematical tools of present-day physical 
research are clearly exhibited: matrics, tensors, potential theory, operational calculus, 
numerical methods, calculus of variations, complex variable and conformal trans- 
formation, Fourier serics, asymptotic expansions, special functions. The authors do not 
strive for the utmost mathematical generality but, properly, are content to give lucid 
and rigorous proofs of theorems under conditions in which their application will 
normally be required. The attention of the student is not distracted by superfluous 
mathematical ornament, nor his understanding perplexed by loose and imprecise 
reasoning. The book is indispensable to libraries, large or small, of any scientific 
pretensions. (517) 


CHANCE AND CHOICE BY CARDPACK AND CHESSBOARD. An 
Introduction to Probability in Practice by Visual Aids. Vol. 1. Lancelot 
Hogben. Max Parrish, sos. 1C4. 417 pages. Tables. Charts drawn by 
Gladys Haines from designs by the author. 

For students who are not professional mathematicians but nevertheless require a firm 

grasp of statistics and probability and thcir application, Professor Hogben has provided 

an admirable course. This first volume deals mainly with classical theory and methods. 

It opens with a bricf revision of the necessary mathematical equipment, roughly that 

of the higher school certificate level, and proceeds to a discussion of the sampling of 

attributes and the sampling of measurements, as far as this can be based on the limited 
range of mathematical groundwork. Much emphasis is placed on clucidation by means 
of specific and concrete examples, but there are many exercises for the student; these 
are usually drawn from biological sources. The outstanding feature of the book is the 
generous supply of two-colour illustrations, and this reliance on visual aids should do 
much to assist those readers who find difficulty in grasping abstract ideas when con- 
cisely presented in austere mathematical symbolism. The exposition is clear and casy- 
paced, and is supported by good work on the production side. The author, Professor 
of Medical Statistics in the University of Birmingham, is of course well known for his 

gift of scientific exposition. (519) 

Physics 

A SCIENTIFIC AUTOBIOGRAPHY and Other Papers. Max Planck. 
With a Memorial Address on Max Planck by Max Von Laue. Translated 
from the German by Frank Gaynor. Williams and Norgate, 8s.6d. 1C8. 
192 pages. Index. 

Max Planck’s discovery that radiation was not emitted continuously by atoms but in 

discrete ‘quanta’, shares with Einstein’s Principle of Relativity the fame of having 
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begun the ‘revolution in physics’ of the beginning of this century. In the essay which 
gives the book its name he traces the evolution of his thought in arriving at the con- 
cept, and gives some account of the opposition he experienced at the hands of the 
orthodox physicists of an older generation. Four other essays show his attitude to a 
number of problems on the borderland between science and philosophy. He died in 


1949, and these essays prepared in 1947 and 1948 are his last writings. (530.4) 

Archaeology 

ART IN ARNHEM LAND. A. P. Elkin, pe opt erndt and Ronald 
Berndt. Cheshire (Melbourne, Australia), 42s. sC4. 123 pages. 23 plates (9 in 


colour). Indexes. 


Arnhem Land, in North Australia, is one of the few areas where the arts and crafts of 
the aborigine persist comparatively free from the influence of more civilized settlement. 

The authors spent sever: ‘i years in the field collecting material for this book which pro- 
vides an expl. nation as well as a representative selection of the decorative art of the 
aborigines along the Arnhem Land coast. The P lace of art in aboriginal mythology, in 
the social and secular life of the people, and the use of sacred emblems, are discussed 
fully whilst the illustrations of native paintings, carvings and decorations reveal some- 
thing of the vividness and depth of aboriginal art and culture. Professor Elkin is head 
of the Department of Anthropology in the University of Sydney, and Chairman of 


the Committee on ee Research of the Australian National Research 
Council. Mr. and Mrs. Berndt are both trained and experienced research anthropo- 
logists. (571-7) 
Anthropology 


EAST AFRICAN BACKGROUND. G. W. B. Huntingford and C. R. V. Bell. 
2nd edition. Longmans, Green, 7s.6d. 1C8. 132 pages. 5 “aaa 
Endpaper map. Bibliography. Index. 

This is a reprint, slightly revised, of a booklet published in 1945 to help Europeans 

serving in the East African Command. Its purpose is to outline the essential features of 

tribal life, and to facilitate contact with the Africans. It is highly condensed and often 
no more than outline notes with suggestions for fuller, and often detailed, reading. 
(72.9676) 


Genetics 


GENES, PLANTS AND PEOPLE. Essays on Genetics. C. D. Darlington and 
K. Mather. Allen & Unwin. 16s. sD8. 208 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. 

A reprint of articles already published in Nature or elsewhere. Both authors include 

semi-popular essays on m4 ieee ty of F genetics for racial improvement in man. 

Mather gives a number of clear popular accounts of the action of genes; Darlington 

presents dissertations upon the behaviour and chemistry of chromosomes. These are 

not suitable for uninformed readers as there is no indication where fancy begins and 
fact stops. The informed reader will be familiar with the ground covered. The appen- 

dix by Darlington on ‘The New Soviet Genetics’ is also subjective and though most 

of the statements are probably true or partially true, the evidence for them is mostly 

omitted. More balanced analyses of the situation are available elsewhere. _ ($75.104) 
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Microscopy 
THE MICROTOMIST’S VADE MECUM. (Bolles Lee.) A Handbook of 
the Methods of Animal and Plant Microscopic Technique. Edited by 
J. Bronté Gatenby and H. W. Beams. 11th edition. Churchill, 45s. D8. 
774 pages. Frontispiece. 7 figures. Tables. References. Appendices. Index. 
As thirteen years have elapsed since the appearance of the last edition of this classical 
work of Bolles Lee, the editors, Professor of Zoology and Comparative Anatomy at 
Trinity College, Dublin, and Professor of Zoology in the State University of Iowa 
respectively, found much new material to incorporate, and it has resulted in the pro- 
duction of a much revised and rearranged new edition. Among the eleven British 
contributors, Dr. H. G. Callan of the Edinburgh Genetics School; Dr. R. Whitehead 
of the Pathological Department at Manchester University; Dr. W. W. Kay of the 
Metropolitan Hospital Board; Dr. E. H. Leach of Brasenose College, Oxford; and 
Dr. M. M. Pickles of the Radcliffe Infirmary, Oxford, are new names. Their contribu- 
tions cover the sections on Chromosomes; Fats; Microchemistry of Substances other 
than Fats; Glands; and Blood. Many of the older names of the compounds used in 
microtomy have now been altered for their chemical synonyms. As far as possible the 
editors have retained the descriptions of the older methods, and of the newer ones 
notes on Zernicke’s microscope in connection with the Golgi apparatus and mito- 
chondria have been included. With so much new material in this edition, its usefulness 
to workers in biological microscopy is again ensured. (578) 


Botany 
AN INTRODUCTION TO PLANT LIFE. R. P. Faulkner. Transatlantic Arts 
(New York): Collingridge (London), 6s. C8. 120 pages. 26 illustrations. 

“This book,’ says its preface, ‘is intended to be a very simple introduction to science 
as it affects the practice of horticulture’—and in its aim the work should succeed fairly 
well. There is no doubt that more and more horticulturists, professional as well as 
amateur, are taking an interest in the fundamental scientific background of their 
work, and certainly many of the questions they raise are answered here. Typical 
chapter headings speak for themselves; “The Nutrition of Plants’; ‘Some Chemical 
Aspects of Plant Life’; ‘Inheritance of Plants’—these all deal with aspects of plant life, 
an understanding of which is indeed essential if the best is to be got out of them. There 
is a good deal of emphasis on plant genetics and on cell structure, and perhaps not 
enough on the plant tissues themselves; but in general the book is so well and clearly 
written that it should have a wide appeal in an even broader field than that for which 
it is intended. (581) 


FLORA OF THE CAPE PENINSULA. R. S. Adamson and T. M. Salter. 
Juta (Cape Town, South Africa), 55s. R8. 889 pages. Endpaper maps. 
Indexes. 

This is a systematic description of the flora of a comparatively small area of South 

Africa, arranged by families with indexes to popular and scientific names. The authors 

are respectively Professor of Botany in the University of Cape Town and Honorary 

Reader in Systematic Botany in the Bolus Herbarium of that University. The Cape 

Peninsula being the first part of South Africa to be colonized, its plants have long been 

known and extensively collected, but so far its flora has not been described as a separate 

unit and the comprehensive Flora Capensis published in the last century is incomplete, 
out of date and inconvenient to use. The geographical unit covered by the work is 

approximately 182 square miles in extent. It is a warm temperate region and has a 
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winter rainfall. It includes much of the sandy Cape Flats as well as the mountains of 
the Peninsula proper of which Table Mountain rises to 3,549 ft. (581.9687) 


THE OBSERVER'S BOOK OF BRITISH FERNS. Compiled by W. J. Stokoe. 
Warne, ss. sPott 8. 128 pages. 36 colour plates. Illustrations in text. Index. 
(The Observer's Pocket Series) 

This new volume in a most useful series of field pocket books is the more welcome, 

because books on its subject are far from common. Forty-five species of British ferns 

are described and illustrated with colour plates and good drawings in the text. A good 
introduction, which deals with the botanical details of the group, is followed by a list 
of genera and species and then by a useful glossary. This little book should prove 


useful in many countries other than Britain, in which similar species of ferns are 
commonly found. (587.3) 


Zoology 


THE STRANGE WORLD OF NATURE. Bernard Gooch. Lutterworth Press, 
10s.6d. D8. 160 pages. 29 illustrations. Index. 


A series of twelve essays, grouped under three general headings: The Animals Them- 
selves, The Animals’ Approach to Life, and Difficulties of Interpretation. In all of 
them the author’s careful treatment of his subject is apparent; he understands well the 
necessity for thorough investigation, without any preconceived ideas, which is the 
essence of the modern naturalist’s approach. But Gooch is more than an accurate 
observer of natural phenomena, for he writes well and with none of the affectations 
which spoil the work of many of the naturalist-writers of the present time. This most 
pleasant and readable book, whose subject matter ranges from sea-birds to snails, from 
the animals’ menus to their intelligence, is decorated with charming wood-engravings 
by Joan Hassall. (590.4) 


HAPPY YEAR. Anthony Buxton. Collins, 10s.6d. sD8. 191 pages. 35 plates. 
5 pages of drawings. Appendix. 
Sub-titled ‘The Days of a Fisherman Naturalist’, this book contains much material 
similar to the author’s previous Travelling Naturalist and Fisherman Naturalist, which 
have already given him a high reputation as a writer and thinker about his subject. In 
the present book, however, there is more of original investigation. Two most interest- 
ing chapters are devoted to a study of the re-introduction, and present status, of 
capercailzie in Scotland, while another considers problems related to the feeding and 
habits of wild roe deer. There is also a good chapter about Norway and another, 
especially charming, is ‘written’ by the author’s dog Jane. The book is illustrated with 
excellent photographs and also with the author’s own drawings, which are of a high 
standard. Apart from the natural history material, there is a chapter on the Future of 
the Norfolk Broads, with which the Appendix is also concerned. (591.5) 


THE REPTILES AND AMPHIBIANS OF SOUTHERN AFRICA. Walter 
Rose. Maskew Miller (Cape Town, South Africa), 30s. sD8. 378 pages. 
210 illustrations. Diagrams in the text. Index. 

Written in a pleasant and readable style this book gives a popular account of the frogs, 

toads, lizards, chameleons, snakes, tortoises and crocodiles, etc., of southern Africa. 

It is the first book on reptiles to be published in South Africa and is largely the fruit of 

the author’s personal observation. (598.10968) 
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BIRDS OF PARADISE AND BOWER BIRDS. T. Iredale. Illustrations by 
Lilian Medland. Georgian House (Melbourne, Australia): Phoenix House 
(London), 105s. D4. 239 pages. 33 colour plates. Bibliography. Check list 
of species. Map. 

In producing this handy guide and standard book of reference on birds of paradise 

and bower birds the author, a well-known ornithologist, has described in detail the 

coloration, measurement, habitat, etc., of every known variety. To these technical 
descriptions have been added observations on the birds in their natural haunts by the 
various explorers and bird collectors from the earliest times to the present day. The 
thirty-three meticulously accurate coloured plates illustrate one hundred birds of 
paradise and thirty-eight bower birds, figuring every species and presenting some 
quaint display attitudes. The map shows the localities frequented by the birds in New 

Guinea to which island, with a few minor exceptions, they are confined. On the whole 

this excellent production will appeal to the general 1eader as well as the most skilled 

scientific worker, and will be an asset to all museums and libraries interested in 

ornithology. (598.2) 


USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 


Medicine and Surgery 

THE DESIGN OF TOXICITY TESTS. W.L. M. Perry. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 1s.6d. IM8. 51 pages. Paper bound. (Medical Research Council 
Special Report Series No. 270) 

This volume, the sixth in a series of reports on biological standards, is a mathematical 

study of methods of testing toxicity. The author demonstrates the inadequacy of some 

of the older designs and suggests others, making clear the underlying assumptions and 

the limits of error of each. He lays particular stress on those depending on the measure- 

ment of a graded response, showing that for a given degree of accuracy they require 

fewer animals than do the old ‘all or nothing’ tests. (612.1182) 


RECENT ADVANCES IN PHARMACOLOGY. J. M. Robson and C. A. Keele. 
Churchill, 24s. L.Post 8. 430 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. References. 
Index. (Recent Advances Series) 

While this volume is written as a guide to students, it will certainly be used as a 

reference work by practitioners and pharmacologists. The authors, who respectively 

hold the posts of Reader in Pharmacology, Guy’s Hospital Medical School, and Reader 
in Pharmacology and Therapeutics, Middlesex Hospital Medical School, give a clear 
account of current knowledge of important new drugs, their mechanisms and clinical 
effects. Among chapters that should be mentioned are those on antimalarials, on antry- 
cide, the discovery of which represents a step forward in the fight against trypano- 
somiasis, and on the methods of studying the fate of drugs in the body, including the 
use of radioactive isotopes. Little space is given to the sulphonamides, whose position 
has been consolidated during the last few years without any outstanding development. 

(615.1) 

SCHISTOSOMIASIS IN SOUTH CENTRAL AFRICA. A Clinico-Patho- 
logical Study. Michael Gelfand. Juta (Cape Town, South Africa) for the 
Post-Graduate Press, 25s. sSR8. 247 pages. 2 plates. Map. Tables. Biblio- 
graphy. 

This study of bilharziasis as a whole, based largely on the author’s experience in South- 

ern Rhodesia in the Salisbury Native Hospital, its mortuary and the Public Health 
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Laboratory, deals with the disease as found primarily among the African or indigenous 
population of Southern and Northern Rhodesia, Portuguese East Africa and Nyasa- 
land, one of the most highly infected regions of the world. The author introduces the 
subject with a short survey, including the incidence, history and clinical classification of 
bilharziasis. A thorough review follows of the effects of schigtosoma on the sites 
involved, of special interest to helminthologists and practitioners being the author’s 
conclusion that bilharziasis cannot, in endemic regions, be considered the cause of 
cirrhosis of the liver and splenomegaly. A section on diagnostic aids completes the 
study to which a résumé and comprehensive bibliography are added. (616.15) 


DISORDERS OF THE BLOOD. Sir Lionel E. H. Whitby and C. J. C. Britton. 
6th edition. Churchill, 42s. R8. 771 pages. Illustrations. 12 colour plates. 
References. Index. 

Fifteen years after the first appearance of their text-book, the Regius Professor of 

Physic in the University of Cambridge and the Physician and Haematologist to the 

Prince of Wales’s Hospital, London, have brought out a greatly revised edition of 

what is still the standard British reference work on blood disorders. As a complete 

classification of blood diseases based on causation is still impossible, they have retained 

a clinical grouping and emphasized, as in the first edition, the rarity of primary disease 

of the haemopoietic system and the frequency of changes in the peripheral blood as a 

manifestation of disease or disorder in other systems. The long lists of key references 

brought up to date for this edition and carefully chosen from the extensive literature 
on the subject will be valuable to haematologists as a guide to historical and funda- 
mental work, and to cases of special interest. In particular, the chapters on haemopoictic 
metabolism, coagulation, the haemolytic anaemias, leukaemia, haemagglutination, 
pigment metabolism and technique, have been revised. Four new colour plates and 
twenty-three other illustrations have been added. (616.15) 


MANSON ’S TROPICAL DISEASES. A Manual of the Diseases of Warm 
Climates. Edited by Sir Philip H. Manson-Bahr. 13th edition. Cassell, 
45s. L.Post 8. 1,150 pages. Illustrations, including colour plates. References. 
Index. 

No medical book can have travelled as widely as Manson’s Tropical Diseases, the fiftieth 

anniversary of which occurred a few months ago. In his modest introduction to the 

first edition Sir Patrick Manson stated that his aim was to provide a manual ‘of handy 
size, and yet giving adequate information’, and ‘Manson’ has since been unrivalled in 
its field. For many years Sir Philip Manson-Bahr’s exacting task as editor has been 
excellently fulfilled, and particularly so in this thirteenth edition, which records 
advances since 1945 in clinical medicine and in fundamental research. Of very great 
importance in its implication is the work on the life-cycle of the human malaria 
parasite carried out at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine. Modern 
trends are noted throughout, and of special interest are, on the one hand, the physio- 
logical approach to malaria, blackwater fever, cholera and other diseases accom- 
panied by dehydration, and on the other the replacement methods designed to treat 
them. The place in recent therapy of the synthetic drugs and of three antibiotics, 
penicillin, streptomycin and chloromycetin, is fully considered, as is the importance 
of DDT and gammexane in disease prevention. There are some new colour plates and 
text-figures, and distribution maps have been redrawn. Eminently up to date and 
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useful, this is a fascinating book, each chapter being introduced by a list of obscure 
synonyms, and the history and geographical distribution of the disease. (616.9) 


MODERN TRENDS IN OBSTETRICS AND GYNAECOLOGY. Edited by 
Kenneth Bowes. Butterworth, 60s. SuR8. 790 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
References. Index. (Modern Trends Series) 


The vast scope of this work is indicated by the headings of the fifty chapters into which 
the volume is divided. The editor, who is Obstetric Physician to St. Thomas’s Hospital, 
London, has given the broadest interpretation to the subject, so that, in addition to 
contributions by clinicians who are authorities on their subjects, research in the 
anatomical, physiological and various other fields, with its wide implications, is 
thoroughly covered. Authors are drawn from the Commonwealth, United States, 
Denmark and Sweden, and to give some idea of the range of author and subject, they 
include Maguire, writing on the anatomy of the bony pelvis and the pelvic floor, 
Mollison on the Rhesus factor in pregnancy, Heyman on radiotherapy in gynaecology, 
and Millin on gynaecological urology. There are chapters also on Statistical and 
Genetical Problems and on Social Factors in Obstetrics by Professors Penrose and 
W. C. W. Nixon respectively, and the volume closes with Karminski and Reeve’s 
contribution, the Law in Relation to Obstetrics and Gynaecology. The contents men- 
tioned are not singled out for their particular merit from a volume of distinguished 
work, but rather to indicate the wealth of material to be found here. (618.1) 


Engineering 

ESTIMATING AND PLANNING FOR ENGINEERING PRODUCTION. 
Philip Stephen Houghton. Blackie, 25s. ID8. 484 pages. Illustrations. 
Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. 


This is a first book by a consulting engineer, and is addressed to production engineers 
who are called upon to plan the lay-out of manufacturing processes and to estimate 
production costs. It contains all information and data which an estimator or process 
planner could require in any engineering industry. Manufacturing methods and 
tooling set up, labour and material costs, are fully considered, as also are cutting speeds 
and feeds for various metals, horse power requirements and machinery time. The 
final tables of formulae, weights, tolerance and general engineering data are very 
complete. Plastics are also dealt with and most production engineers will find their 
requirements well covered. (620.02) 


THE PROPERTIES OF METALLIC MATERIALS AT LOW TEMPERA- 
TuRES. P. L. Teed. Chapman & Hall, 21s. D8. 230 pages. Plate. Tables. 
Diagrams. Bibliography. 

This volume, No. 1 in a series of monographs on metallic materials published under 

the auspices of the Royal Aeronautical Society, critically reviews the available data 

(up to and including 1948) on the influence of low temperatures on the common 

alloys of aluminium, copper, iron, lead, magnesium, tin and zinc, mostly in the 

wrought form. No data is available on unheat-treated and unmachined welds. Sources 
of information have been a survey of the world literature, records of tests made by 
firms and Government Departments, and the Development Associations. A useful 

bibliography is appended to each chapter. (620.18) 
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INDEXING AND FILING SYSTEM FOR ENGINEERING DRAWINGS 
SHOWING DETAILS OF SUB-STATION DESIGN. G. Meiners. British 
Electrical and Allied Industries Research Association (Leatherhead), 6s. \D4. 
17 pages. Tables. (Technical Reports Series G/T240) 

This report, which is ancillary to a previous report G/T207, mainly comprises tables 


connecting a numerical system of index numbers with the various possible subjects 
under which drawings relating to sub-station design may be classed. (621.312600034) 


SUPER-REGENERATIVE RECEIVERS. J. R. Whitehead. Cambridge University 
Press, 21s. L.Post 8. 183 pages. 4 illustrations. Figures. Graphs. Appendices. 
Bibliography. Index. (Modern Radio Technique) 

In common with the other volumes in this series this is a book fundamentally for the 

specialist. The publishers claim that it should also be useful to the student and the radio 

amateur; but there will be few students (unless the definition of student is very wide) 

with sufficient time available to deal in this comprehensive way with so specialized a 

subject, and the book will be too advanced for most amateurs. The author is Principal 

Scientific Officer in the Telecommunications Research Establishment of the Ministry 

of Supply and is obviously well versed in his subject. It is probable that limitations of 

size were imposed upon him by economic considerations, but the value of the volume 
would undoubtedly have been enhanced by a much better introduction leading up to 
the subject. To some extent the final chapter on ‘Super-Regenerative Circuits’ com- 
pensates for this; it does summarize the subject and much of it could well have 
appeared early in the work to prepare the reader. A useful feature is the bibliography. 
The references are nearly all in periodicals and would have been correspondingly more 
difficult to trace without this useful adjunct. (621.3841366212) 


MODEL RACING YACHTS. Some Modern Developments of Design and 
Equipment, Comparative Speeds of Yachts and Models, Notes on 
Planning and a Ljungstrém Dinghy Sail Plan. Denis R. H. Browne. Robert 
Ross, 9s.6d. D8. 124 pages. Frontispiece. 20 photographs. 13 text-figures. 
Appendices. 

Although model boat-building may undoubtedly be traced back to, and beyond, the 

ancient Egyptian dynasties, it is only in comparatively recent years that the sport of 

sailing model racing yachts has suddenly gained such enormous popularity. In spite of 
its having achieved so much, the sport is not fully appreciated by the public, who tend 
to identify it with ‘toy boat sailing’. Mr. Browne has set out, in a manner compre- 
hendable even to the uninitiated, a fine exposition of the three main aspects of the 
hobby, namely design, building and sailing, with a distinct emphasis upon racing. 
Supporting the lucid text is a series of fascinating photographs and working diagrams. 
(623.8225) 

THE TECHNICAL ASPECT OF THE DESIGN OF ROADS. A Survey of 
Current Methods of Approach to the Design of Roads and Runways for 
Engineers and Students. Stewart Champion. Foreword by Herbert Hamer. 
Technical Press (Kingston Hill, Surrey), 30s. D8. 244 pages. Frontispiece. 
4 plates. 87 text-figures. Tables. Chapter bibliographies. Appendix. Indexes. 

Great progress has been made in recent years in studying and establishing scientific 

principles of road design and the efficient combination of available materials. Through- 

out the nineteenth century and even to the present day too many roads were built on 
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the basis of empirical knowledge superimposed on the principles of Macadam and 
Telford. In the present book the theory of road structure is examined and the applica- 
tion of the results of research is demonstrated. Each section is provided with a selected 
bibliography for further study. It is a stimulating and practical book for road-builders. 
(625.7) 
INTERIM REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON THE 
DETERIORATION OF CAST IRON AND SPUN IRON PIPES. Ministry 
of Health. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s.6d. sR8. 48 pages. 8 plates. Map. 

3 figures. 8 tables. Appendices. Bibliography. Paper bound. 
In recent years attention has been focused on the underground corrosion of metals, 
particularly of cast iron, by the necessity for replacing considerable lengths of water 
mains after only short periods of service. Research has been intensified and much 
written evidence bearing on the matter is available. One of the tasks of the Committee 
has been to reduce this information to a concise form for general publication. After 
some gencral remarks on the nature of cast iron pipes and the phenomenon of corro- 
sion, the report discusses the extent of the problem, methods of manufacture, thickness 
of pipe walls, pipe joints, construction of mains, the processes of corrosion, factors 
influencing corrosion, and methods of preventing or diminishing corrosion, and sets 


out the Committee’s recommendations. (628.15 ) 


Aeronautics 
AERONAUTICS: LIGHTER-THAN-AIR CRAFT. A Brief Outline of the 
History and Development of the Balloon and the Airship with Reference 
to the National Aeronautical Collection, and a Catalogue of the Exhibits. 
M. J. B. Davy for the Ministry of Education: Science Museum. H.M. 
Stationery Office, 5s. sR8. 112 pages. 32 plates. Bibliography. Index. Paper 
bound. 
This publication is intended to serve as an introduction to the history and develop- 
ment of lighter-than-air craft, with reference to that section of the National 
Aeronautical Collection at the Science Museum, London, which has been formed to 
iJlustrate this branch of aeronautics. In the Historical and Technical Survey (which com- 
prises some cighty pages) an endeavour has been made to refer to all the salient features 
of design from the beginning to the present day. There follows an annotated catalogue 
of the exhibits in the Collection, covering balloons, pressure airships, rigid airships, 
structure and components, the Winifred Penn-Gaskell collection, and prints and 
engravings. (629.133209) 


Motor Vehicles: Tractors 

AGRICULTURAL AND INDUSTRIAL TYRE AND WHEEL ENGINEERING 
DATA, 1950. Section I: AGRICULTURAL TRACTORS. Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders: Technical Department. The Society of Motor 
Manufacturers and Traders, tos. per set. sSM4. 30 pages. Tables. Diagrams. 
Spiral binding. To be completed in six sections. 

This is a book for the manufacturer and, in some cases, those concerned with the 

renewal of agricultural and industrial tractor tyres. It contains tables showing the 

maximum load and inflation pressure for agricultural tyres, for front wheel sizes be- 

tween 4.00-15 and 9.00-10, and rear wheel sizes 8.24 to wide base 14.32 in. Similar 

details are shown for the conventional circular section tyres in sizes from 7.00 to 
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12.75-32. The production of some of these sizes is being curtailed in favour of wide 
base equivalents. The recommended rims for these various sizes of tyres are given 
together with diagrams showing the contour and dimensions of the rims; valve di- 
mensions and details are also shown. This reference book is for overseas and domestic 
use, and gives within one cover the tyre and rim details which are common to all 
British manufacturers. (629.2252) 


Agriculture Agronomy 
THE CURIOUS TRAVELLER. H. J. Massingham. Collins, 12s.6d. D8. 
286 pages. 24 illustrations. Index. 

Mr. Massingham is a well-known writer on the countryside and a staunch advocate 
of the importance of agriculture not only as it produces food but induces a vital ele- 
ment in national life. This theme is never far from Mr. Massingham’s mind in this book 
of his wanderings, mainly through southern England and Wales. The book is arranged 
as a monthly diary as fitting the author’s observations of the countryside under the 
changing seasons and because his aim is to relate scenes and incidents of his experiences 
‘to the more permanent element of our life on earth to which clocktime is more or less 
irrelevant’. He is at pains to discover the essential characteristics in the life and occupa- 
tions and in the agricultural conditions of the districts he visits: game preserving, soil 
erosion, depopulation and urbanization, and the present economic system bring from 
him pointed comment rather than debate. There are pleasing revelations of his own 
efforts in his garden and orchard, of his wide reading and his love of the beautiful in 
buildings, craftsmanship and scenery. The author has achieved his purpose in a book 
that will stimulate both enthusiasm and argument. (631.10942) 


PLANT BREEDING. A. L. Hagedoorn. Crosby Lockwood, 12s.6d. D8. 
240 pages. 8 illustrations. 10 text figures. Bibliography. Index. (Agricultural 
and Horticultural Series) 

This author’s Animal Breeding is already a standard text-book of its subject and his new 

volume, although dealing with aspects of a subject in which his name is less widely 

known, should prove a good companion volume. Dr. Hagedoorn’s approach to his 
subject is unusual, in that his text consists almost of a series of notes, resulting in an 
unusually large number of chapters, each of which deals with quite a small section of 
the whole. At the beginning of the book emphasis is laid on the differences between 
plant and animal breeding, and the next few chapters deal with the nature of inheri- 
tance and of the mechanisms by which it is brought about. These are not always easy 
reading and here especially the inclusion of a glossary would be a great advantage, 
especially for the reader not previously acquainted with the terminology of genetics. 
The whole of the first section of the book deals with theoretical subjects; that on 
practical aspects, which follows, will be perhaps more easily understood and is 
probably the most valuable part of the book to the actual grower or farmer; a final 
section deals with problems raised in certain special groups. Throughout this book the 
author’s very wide experience is drawn on again and again and to this it owes a great 
deal of its value. Even were he not so widely known, through travel and residence in 
many parts of the world, the book would be welcomed for its practical approach; as 

it is, it will become a necessary addition to every agricultural library. (631.522) 

A FRUIT GROWER’S DIARY. Raymond Bush. Faber & Faber, 12s.6d. D8. 
248 pages. 24 plates. Index. 

The author of this book is already widely known for his practical books on fruit 

growing, on which subject he is indeed one of the leading British experts. The present 
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diary, which covers the years 1935-8, was written for, and largely published in, The 
Countryman magazine, in which in fact it still continues, but this version contains 
more material. It makes excellent reading in book form. The author by no means 
confines himself to fruit growing and allied problems; the whole range of life in the 
country, of market-gardening and farming in various parts, and observations about life 
in general up and down the land, give a true and pleasant picture of Britain before the 
Second World War. The gardener or fruit-grower, however, will find it of additional 
value for the many practical hints on every aspect of his subject. (634) 


Home Economics Cookery 
DEAREST PRISCILLA: LETTERS TO THE WIFE OF A COLONIAL 
CIVIL SERVANT. Emily Bradley. Max Parrish, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 239 pages. 
The wife of a distinguished District Officer with experience of the Colonial territories 
not only of Central and West Africa but also of Whitehall presents a picture of life in 
an African Colony as seen through the eyes of the wife of a Colonial Service Officer, 
and draws on her own experience as a friendly guide to the newcomer. If the task of 
the Colonial Service in the new Commonwealth is not only to govern, but to guide 
by example, the wife of an officer has a part of special importance to play. This book 
will help her to avoid pitfalls and smooth her path, particularly in household manage- 
ment. There is a helpful chapter on Race Relationships. Mrs. Bradley has also published 
a valuable Household Book for the Tropical Colonies. (640) 


“GOOD HOUSEKEEPING’S’ COOKERY BOOK. Compiled by Good 
Housekeeping Institute. With a chapter on Wines by André L. Simon. 
Reprint. Gramol Publications, 42s. D8. 848 pages. 44 plates (6 in colour). 
Illustrations in text. Index. 


The Good Housekeeping Institute, London, is well known for the high standard of its 
recipes—all of them tested—and this comprehensive cookery book (first published in 
1948) gives nearly 2,000 of them. It has been designed to cover the whole field of 
domestic cookery from the simplest basic processes to the most sophisticated examples 
of the chef’s art; in some cases alternative recipes are given for the same dish, one using 
plain and the other richer ingredients, and a useful supplement gives a variety of 
“economical recipes’ for use where food restrictions exist or strict economy must be 
practised. The great merit of these recipes is their extreme clarity and practical detail, 
and the average housewife—whether catering for a large or small family—can hardly 
go wrong. An original feature of this book is the carefully planned index, which 
enables the reader to discover quickly new ideas for menus and fresh ways of cooking 
any particular type of food. There are also useful hints on meal planning, shopping and 
storing, cooking tools, how to manage the common types of British cookers, how to 
measure, cookery processes and terms, and on serving meals. (641.5) 


Transportation: Canals 

THE CANALS OF ENGLAND. Eric de Maré. Foreword by Sir Alan Herbert. 
Architectural Press, 18s. sC4. 124 pages. 179 illustrations. Maps. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 


The author tells how canals work, how they grew and briefly flourished in the past, 
of their sorry present state and of their possibilities for commerce and pleasure in the 
future. Eric de Maré is an architect, a writer of talent and a fine photographer, whose 
camera provides a charming record of landscape, boats and buildings. Like the writer 
of the foreword, Sir Alan Herbert, he is a passionate believer in water transport and it 
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is his enthusiasm, matched by a genuine and practical knowledge of the subject, 
which makes this book particularly delightful. Old prints supplement the photographs 
and text, and there are also a short chronology and bibliography, and a map of the 
English canal system. (656) 


THE INLAND WATERWAYS OF ENGLAND.L.T.C. Rolt. Allen& Unwin, 
21s. sR8. 221 pages. Colour frontispiece. 98 illustrations. Folding map. 
Bibliography. Index. 





At last there has been written—and admirably written—a substantial conspectus of the 
history, purpose and present-day appearance of the canals and inland water system of 
England. The author has himself lived on and owned a ‘narrow boat’, he knows the 
life first-hand at all seasons, and he has spared no pains, nor have his publishers, to 
make his book pleasing to the layman, and acceptable (as a general survey) even to the 
expert. The canals flourish still in many parts of the country; while even derelict they 
add to, rather than detract from, the natural beauty of the rural scene. This is one of 
Mr. Rolt’s many points, and it is reinforced by well-chosen illustrations and a useful, 
though very outline map. This summer there has been a great Rally of Canal Craft, 
organized by the Inland Waterways Association. It is one more proof of the in- 
creasing interest in a form of transport which not long ago was in some danger of 
popular neglect. (656) 
Chemic Technology 

CELLULOSE ACETATE PLASTICS. Vivian Stannett. Temple Press, 30s. D8. 

349 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

This technological survey deals exclusively, but fairly comprehensively, with cellulose 
acetate plastic in its various forms and uses. Chapters on the chemistry and mechanics 
of raw materials, manufacturing processes, fabrication and testing provide a fund of 
information for the student of plastics technology and the potential user of acetate 
sheet or powder. The references and illustrations are generous but almost wholly of 
American flavour and may not be truly representative of practice, trends and prospects 
in Britain, especially with regard to luxury consumption. The competitive economics 
of cellulose acetate are touched upon but could, with interest and profit to the reader, 
have been dealt with in greater detail. (668.4) 


Manufactures: Metals 

THE ROLLING OF METALS: THEORY AND EXPERIMENT. Vol. 1. 
L. R. Underwood. Foreword by Sir Andrew McCane. Chapman & Hall, 
42s. sM8. 359 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

In this work only the rolling of flat products, i.e. rolling between plain cylindrical 

rolls, is described. The volume covers the fundamental aspects of forward slip, flow 

of material, yield stress, friction, rolling load and pressure and methods of calculation, 

rolling theories and roll flattening. The metallurgical aspect, e.g. structures, is not 

ncluded. (671.32) 

Sound Reproduction 

SOUND REPRODUCTION... A. Briggs. 2nd edition, revised and enlarged. 
Wharfedale Wireless Works (Bradford), 10s.6d. D8. 246 pages. Illustrations. 
Diagrams. Tables. Index. 

This book is in two parts which deal respectively with loudspeakers and records and 

it gives a general outline of the technique of sound reproduction under domestic 
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and small-hall conditions. Part I includes matter on cabinets, exponential horns and 
multi-speakers, ribbon speakers and on a variety of topics connected with loudspeaker 
design, performance and applications. Part II deals with recording systems and charac- 
teristics, gramophone needles, pick-ups, microphone recording, and electronic sound. 
The book is excellent value for money and should be useful to the enthusiastic amateur 
and professional alike. The musician could also read it (or parts of it) with profit. 
(681.843) 
Building 
ARCHITECTS, BUILDERS’ AND CIVIL ENGINEERS’ REFERENCE 
BOOK 1950. General Editor: E. Molloy. 3rd issue. George Newnes, 635. 
sD4. 878 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. Tables. Indexes. 
The latest edition of this firmly established reference book has been largely rearranged 
and it is now divided into twenty-two sections offering readily available information 
on most subjects of interest to those who design, construct and equip buildings. The 
many technical articles are, in general, up-to-date and authoritative, and a number of 
new features have been included, among them a Progress and Development section 
compiled from recent information supplied by manufacturers. The book is con- 
spicuously well-indexed, solidly bound, generously illustrated and pleasantly printed 
on good quality paper. (690) 


MORTAR FOR BRICKWORK, BLOCK CONSTRUCTION AND MASONRY. 
H. Andrews for the Department of Scientific and Industrial Research: 
Building Research Station. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s. sR8. 16 pages. 
3 plates. 2 tables. Paper bound. (National Building Studies Bulletin No. 8) 

Much can be done to facilitate and improve building work by choosing the most 

suitable type of mortar for different purposes. This bulletin deals with the properties 

a mortar must have if it is to do its job properly, and also suggests ways in which the 

best results can be got on different kinds of work. It covers principles underlying the 

choice of mortar, the effect of mortar composition on strength of brickwork, recom- 
mended mixes, compatibility of cement and lime, materials for mortar and their 

preparation, and preparing mortar mixes. (691.5) 


FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 

Aesthetics 

THE MEANING OF BEAUTY. Eric Newton. Longmans, Green, 15s. D8. 

205 pages. $3 illustrations. 11 figures. 

A critical study of the meaning of the indispensable but often unsatisfactory word 
*beauty’. The author is one of the leading art critics in Great Britain whose works on 
the history of painting have become text-books for the serious student. Mr. Newton 
here analyses the quality vaguely known as ‘beauty’ by a detailed examination of a 
single picture—Veronese’s ‘Mystical Marriage of St. Catherine’ (in the Accademia, 
Venice )—which is related to a systematic study of the relationship between art and 
nature. The emotional response of the spectator, the function of pictures in represent- 
ing certain types of human experience, the relation of form and content and the part 
played by ‘taste’ (including ‘good taste’) in determining the attitude of each genera- 
tion are critically examined with reference to the artist's main theme. Such subjects 
sound formidable, and often are in books less closely reasoned. But Mr. Newton’s 
style, at once profound and lucid, economical but detailed, is disarmingly easy to read 
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and a happy knack of hitting on just the right example or analogy at the appropriate 
moment makes this book an admirable guide for all who wish to understand some- 
thing of the mysterious power which pictures have to stir the imagination. (701.17) 


Architecture 
THE STORY OF ARCHITECTURE. P. Leslie Waterhouse. 3rd edition revised 
by R. A. Cordingley. Batsford, 10s.6d. C8. 240 pages. Coloured frontis- 
piece. 132 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
Almost half a century has elapsed since this popular concise history, which surveys 
the architecture of the world from ancient Egyptian times to the present, first ap- 
peared. In general the new version retains the form and character of the old, but has 
been very completely revised by Professor Cordingley, a distinguished architect on 
the staff of Manchester University. In the process, some of the original text has been 
recast and some rewritten, at least one chapter has been omitted and, of course, the 
later sections (perhaps the best parts of the book) have been greatly expanded. The 
illustrations now include about a hundred good modern architectural photographs, 
as well as plans and diagrams in the text. A useful feature at the end of this edition is a 
very up-to-date list of books recommended to students. The index repays use. (720.9) 


MEN AND BUILDINGS. John Gloag. 2nd edition. Chantry Publications. 35s. 
— $. 293 pages. Illustrations. Appendix. Index. 
Mr. Gloag’s books are many and almost all of them are worth reading, particularly 
those in the field of architecture and design, in which he is an acute, pungent and 
justly respected critic. Men and Buildings, a lively and very personal account of the 
character of English architecture and of the men who helped to form it, was first 
written twenty years ago. It has undergone some pruning and revision, and in 
particular the new kind of architectural patronage has been recorded. There is an 
epilogue in the form of a short story, an appendix on architectural books, and a 
strikingly lavish provision of appropriate illustrations. (720.942) 








WHITEHALL THROUGH THE CENTURIES. George S. Dugdale. Foreword 
by Sir Edward Bridges. Phoenix House, 18s. R8. 208 pages. 84 illustrations. 
Appendices. Bibliography. Index. 

Whitehall, famed throughout the world as the administrative centre of Great Britain 

and her dependencies, is the most historic thoroughfare in England, with a story full 

of picturesque and dramatic incident. This is the first considerable book about it since 

Shepp ard’s The Old Royal Palace of Whitehall (1902). There was held at the Treasury 

in 1948 an exhibition of the Lister collection of prints and plans, portraying the evolu- 

tion of Whitchall and its surroundings. Reproductions of seventy-two of these 
pictures form the basis of the book and to this has been added a clear, scholarly and 
concise history of Whitehall by Mr. G. S. Dugdale, a lecturer on the history and topo- 
graphy of London and an Assistant at the London Museum, which aided the Treasury 
in preparing the exhibition. His narrative includes numerous extracts from contem- 
porary records. In addition to the reproductions there are five pen-drawings of present- 
day Whitehall by Christopher Chamberlain and Heather Copley. The appendices 
include a table of principal dates, biographical notes on many of the persons men- 
tioned in the text, a useful biblio: graphy and a good index. Sir Edward Bridges, who 
contributes the foreword, is Permanent Secretary to the Treasury. (7 25.17094213) 
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REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON HOUSES OF OUTSTANDING 
HISTORIC OR ARCHITECTURAL INTEREST. Treasury. H.M. Stationery 
Office, 3s. sR8. 84 pages. 12 illustrations. Appendices. Paper bound. 

Britain has a rich heritage of magnificent examples of domestic architecture; the 

owners of many of these large and beautiful houses can now no longer afford to keep 

them up and this report is therefore timely. The Committee was appointed “to con- 
sider and report what general arrangements might be made by the Government for 
the preservation, maintenance and use of houses of outstanding historic or architectural 
interest which might otherwise not be preserved, including, where desirable, the 
preservation of a house and its contents as a unity’. Part 1 of the report considers 
the present position, discussing the case for preservation, the difficulties of owners 
and the expedients now available to them, and the existing machinery for preserving 
famous houses. Part 2 sets forth the Committee’s recommendations regarding the 
creation by statute of ‘historic building councils’, the relation of the proposed councils 
to existing authorities, the designation of houses of outstanding interest, tax reliefs, 
other aids to preservation, and co-operation with local authorities. (728.0942) 


Sculpture 

CLASSICAL INDIAN SCULPTURE, 300 B.C. TO A.D. 500. Chintamoni 
Kar. Alec Tiranti, 6s. C8. 46 pages of text. 86 plates. Map. Bibliography. 
Descriptive notes to the plates. (Chapters in Art) 

A conveniently sized handbook, giving excellent value at a very modest price. The 

historical outline of classical Indian sculpture is followed by a brief bibliography and 

an extensive section of plates, the main feature of the book. For those unfamiliar with 

the iconography of Indian sculpture the author’s descriptive notes, carefully compiled 

and admirably informative, will be found most useful. Credit is due both to author 

and publisher for an excellently arranged and concise monograph. (732.4) 


Numismatics 

SEVENTY-EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DEPUTY MASTER AND 
COMPTROLLER OF THE ROYAL MINT, 1947. H.M. Stationery Office, 
2s.6d. sR8. 92 pages. Appendices. Index. Paper bound. 

The report chronicles the important landmark in British numismatic history, namely, 

the commencement of issue of a purely base metal coinage on 2 January 1947, the 

reception being keen and favourable. The several appendices include information 

concerning coins struck at the Royal Mint and by Mints within the British Empire for 

foreign countries; Trial of the Pyx Order, 1947; and the Reports of the Deputy 

Masters of the Melbourne and Perth Branches of the Royal Mint. (737-016142) 


Porcelain 

ANTIQUE BLUE AND WHITE SPODE. Sydney B. Williams. Foreword by 
by H. Granville Fell. 3rd edition, revised and amplified. Batsford, 42s. C4. 
265 pages. 185 illustrations (mostly in blue and white). List of illustrations. 
Index. 

The third edition of this handsomely produced monograph, first published in 1943, 

contains sixty fresh illustrations and additional specimens of other makers’ work often 

attributed to Spode. The ‘Spode period’ covers the first quarter of the nineteenth 

century and includes the blue and white porcelain made in the factory of Joseph Spode, 

father and son, at Stoke-on-Trent. Copious information is given in Mr. Williams’s 
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book on the history, design and collecting of Spode china. He gives special attention 
to the Indian and Chinese influences which were exercised mainly through engraved 
prints, particularly those in Orme’s Oriental Field Sports. Admirable plates reproduce 
the famous blue and white Spode designs, including the perennially famous “Willow 
Pattern’. Written “by a Collector for Collectors’ this book is a notable production, 
the wide margins and fine plates being extremely satisfying to the eye. (738.27) 
Metal Arts: Casting 
CENTRIFUGAL CASTING BY THE ‘CIRE PERDUE’ PROCESS. 
C. Rosen. Foreword by G. E. Gardam. Bruce Publishing Co. (Watford, 
Herts), 52s.6d. sR8. 204 pages. Illustrations by A. M. Tribich. Diagrams. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
The practical and authoritative value of the author’s information is assured by his close 
connection with the only firm in Great Britain which has endeavoured to supply the 
complete range of plant, materials and advice for investment casting. The book is an 
attempt to collate all the available information concerning the production of jewellery 
castings by this method, but it will be of great value to the dental and industrial 
caster. (739.14) 
Drawing: Illustration 
THE ART OF BOTANICAL ILLUSTRATION. Wilfrid Blunt, with the 
assistance of William T. Stearn. Collins, 21s. ID8. 336 pages. Coloured 
frontispiece and $4 coloured illustrations. 51 black-and-white illustra- 
tions. 75 figures in the text. Appendices (including bibliography). Index. 
(New Naturalist Series) 
This book traces the development of botanical illustration from antiquity to the highly 
scientific work of the present day. Plant illustration has always combined a scientific 
and aesthetic approach, the ratio varying with different ages: the floral borders of late 
medieval manuscripts, for instance, are primarily decorative, while the illustrations 
to the first printed herbals of the sixteenth century emphasize the scientific or medi- 
cinal aspects of plants. The interplay of this joint scientific and aesthetic approach is the 
theme of this excellently produced book. The author, who is a master at Eton College, 
organized the recent Exhibition of Flower Books held by the National Book League in 
London, and knows his subject thoroughly. His book is full of biographical and biblio- 
graphical information concerning authors, artists and books. It is difficult to see how 
the varied claims of the botanist, bibliographer, book illustration specialist, reference 
librarian and simple lover of fine books could be better satisfied in a single volume. 
The illustrations are well up to the high standards of the New Naturalist Series. 
(741.6334) 
Painting 
PRESENT DAY ART IN AUSTRALIA. Edited by Sydney Ure Smith. 
Ure Smith (Sydney, Australia), 21s. D4. 64 pages. 34 plates in colour, 39 in 
monochrome. 
This book has been compiled from a selection of work which originally appeared in 
Australian Present Day Art (1943) and Present Day Art in Australia (1945), with certain 
additions. It presents the work of forty leading contemporary Australian painters and 
sculptors with photographs, biographical notes and comments on the work of each. 
Not limited to any one school or group, it gives a comprehensive and informative 
cross-section of present-day art in Australia, an adequate substitute for the two earlier 
works now out of print. (750.994) 








CHARDIN. Bernard Denvir. Longmans, Green, 10s.6d. C4. 16 pages of text. 
39 plates (8 in colour). Bibliography. (Masters of Painting) 

EUGENE DELACROIX. Jacques Lassaigne. Translated from the French by 
D. I. Wilton. Longmans, Green, 10s.6d. C4. 20 pages of text. 39 plates 
(8 in colour). Bibliography. (Masters of Painting) 

Two important French painters are covered in the third and fourth volumes in this 

series, following those already published on Gainsborough and Vermeer which were 

noted in the April 1949 issue of British Book News. Chardin (1699-1779) was one of 
the few eighteenth-century painters to concentrate on ordinary domestic life in con- 

trast to the court painters who worked in the ‘grand manner’. Delacroix (1798-1863), 

one of the most individual French painters of the nineteenth century, anticipates im- 

pressionist use of colour in his exotic, literary paintings which were influenced by his 

journey to Morocco in 1832. Each volume contains a concise account of the artist’s 
life and work, the Chardin volume by Bernard Denvir, art critic of the Daily Herald 
and author of Modern British Painting (1947), the Delacroix volume by Jacques 

Lassaigne, a distinguished French art historian. The black-and-white plates in both 

volumes have a somewhat smudgy texture; Delacroix is better served than Chardin 

in the colour plates, and the latter volume suffers also from a type which is a fraction 

of an inch too small for comfortable reading. (759.436) (759.406) 


PETER PAUL RUBENS. THE BATTLE OF THE AMAZONS. Introduction 
by Leo van Puyvelde. Translated from the French by D. I. Wilton. 
12s.6d. Longmans, Green, ob.IR4. 16 pages including 7 colour plates. 
(Form and Colour) 


The third volume in this series, which analyses the style and technique of the great 
masters by a detailed examination of one of their most representative works, is 
devoted to Rubens (1577-1640), the greatest painter of the Flemish baroque school. The 
Battle of the Amazons, one of the outstanding pictures in the Alte Pinakothek, Munich, 
depicts the defeat of the Amazons of Cappadocia by the Greeks and is a superlative 
example of Rubens’s skill in representing violent movement with rearing horses, 
fighting warriors and streaming hair or draperies. Dr. van Puyvelde’s text is divided 
into six short sections: the work of art, the artist, description of the picture, composi- 
tion, colour technique, history of previous ownership. The colour plates are bril- 
liantly successful reproductions of the original and altogether this is a first-class pro- 
duction, perhaps the best in the series so far, giving all the information required 
except for Rubens’s dates which might have been included. The author is Hon. 
Director of the Royal Museums of Fine Art, Belgium and Professor of History of Art 
in Liége University. (759.9493) 


WENNING. Gregoire Boonzaicr and J. Lippy Lipshitz. Unie-Volkspers 
(Cape Town, South Africa), 63s. R4. 58 pages. 45 plates (4 coloured). 
39 illustrations in the text. 

This book describes the life and work of an eminent Dutch-South African painter 

Picter Willem Frederick Wenning, who was born at The Hague in 1873 and died in 

Cape Town in January 1921. He first came to South Africa at the age of thirty-two in 

the service of a Dutch bookseller in Pretoria. His employer was sympathetic to his 

great talents, but Wenning was not happy until he was able to devote all his time to 
painting and had left the Transvaal for the Cape in 1917. He had a strong impres- 
sionist outlook and gave considerable impetus to the other struggling artists at the 
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Cape. He gradually became fanatically occupied with his irt and allowed his health, 
his appearance and his financial affairs to go by the board. When he died in 1921 South 
Africa undoubtedly lost her greatest artist till then, although he was too much ahead 
of his time to receive recognition. The reproductions in this book include numerous 
portrayals of Cape city and country scenes and a few portraits and still lifes. The 
authors are a well-known Cape Town painter and a sculptor of repute. (759.968) 
Photography 
BRIGHTER PHOTOGRAPHY FOR BEGINNERS. David Charles. 4th 
edition. Iliffe for “Amateur Photographer’, 6s. C8. 182 pages. 93 photo- 
graphs. 65 figures. Appendix. Index. 
This is an unusual type of book; it is written for beginners to teach them better 
photography, and it does so by simple direct advice on what to do, and what to avoid, 
with no formulae, no mathematics and no science. The writer deals not only with the 
simple techniques of exposure, development, printing, etc., but shows how to choose 
a good subject, how to persuade small children to be good sitters and even how to 
cope with interfering mothers! The advice on practising handling and shooting with a 
new camera before loading it with film is particularly good. A minor criticism is the 
absence of any reference to cut film. The half-tone blocks have now been increased 
to nearly one hundred, each illustrating a point of advice or warning, there are new 
and excellent diagrams and the book concludes with simple depth of focus tables. 
The new chapter on ‘Picture Making’ will be much appreciated. The author is one of 
the best known authoritative writers and teachers in the photographic field. 
(770.28) 
PHOTOWORDS IN FOUR LANGUAGES (ENGLISH, FRENCH, GERMAN, 
SPANISH). Focal Press, 3s.6d. sF8. 63 pages. 
This booklet is of modest size and could be carried in an inside pocket by anyone 
ravelling on the Continent and wishing to buy or inquire about photographic 
apparatus or processes. The cross reference is very complete and the book covers all 
possible photographic terms used in English, French, Spanisk and German. _ (770.3) 


PHOTO-FLASH IN PRACTICE. Geoffrey Gilbert. 3rd edition. Focal Press, 
13s.6d. C8. 279 pages. Illustrations. Plates. Tables. Diagrams. 
Referring first to the old magnesium flash point and lastly dealing with the electronic 
speed flash, this book deals chiefly with the flash bulb. The various types and makes are 
fully considered and details given of how shuttles are synchronized and how the 
amateur can do this operation himself and test its accuracy. The consideration of how 
best to use the flash, to create contrast, to reduce contrast, etc. are admirably done 
and the many flats and diagrams are excellent. Problems of colour and colour films 
are treated. The author is not only a leading professional exponent of flash work, 
but is also a designer of flash equipment and his book will be equally valuable to 
beginner and expert. The style is simple and persuasive and the book will probably 
remain the standard text-book on this comparatively new subject. (771.448) 


THE CINE-CAMERA AND HOW TO USE I1T.R. H. Bomback. Fountain 
Press, 2s. sC8. 48 pages. 5 illustrations. 6 line drawings. Tables. Paper 
bound. (Cinefacts, No. 1) 

This is the first in a series of eight handbooks intended for the amateur cine-worker 

and designed to form a complete volume, for which a binding case and index will be 
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available later. The author of this handbook is employed in research with a large firm 
of cine-equipment manufacturers. He here deals with the choice of film size, the 
mechanism of the movie camera, and the optical system, and describes how to use the 
camera. There are several useful sets of tables. (778.5349) 


CINE-FILM AND HOW TO EXPOSE IT. R.H. Bomback. Fountain Press, 
2s. sC8. 48 pages. 7 illustrations. 6 line drawings. Tables. Paper bound. 
(Cinefacts, No 2) 

This is second in the series of eight Cinefacts handbooks. Its purpose is to explain the 

problems that lie behind the exposing of a movie film. The author describes the 

various types of film and the factors that affect exposure, and deals with film speeds, 

the choice of a stop, the use of a meter and colour filters. (778.5349) 


Music 
TWO CENTURIES OF BACH. An Account of Changing Taste. Friedrich 
Blume. Translated from the German by Stanizy Godman. Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, 6s. C8. 85 pages. 
This short but tightly packed book by the Professor of Musicology in the University 
of Kiel first appeared in German (1947) under the title Johann Sebastian Bach im Wandel 
der Geschichte. It is a scholarly and closely reasoned inquiry into the nature of fame and 
the influence of genius. The Bach ‘image’—i.e. the conception of the greatness of 
Bach—is seen, in the light of history and the changing patterns of thought of the last 
two hundred years, to undergo a striking metamorphosis. Successive generations were 
able to appreciate this or that aspect of Bach’s work, says Professor Blume, but it was 
only on the appearance of the Bach Gesellschaft edition of Bach’s work (1850-1900) 
that the full impact of his personality was felt and the truest understanding of his 
genius began to emerge. In the last twenty or so pages Professor Blume gives a 
critical review of the contributions to Bach studies of some German musical scholars, 
from Spitta and Schweitzer down to Arnold Schering. (780.92) 


ESSAYS ON OPERA. Egon Wellesz. Translated from the German by Patricia 
Kean. Dennis Dobson, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 160 pages. 6 plates. Musical 
examples. 


Dr. Wellesz’s latest book is a collection of pieces on various operatic aspects. Some of 
the essays, such as those on “The Idea of the Heroic and Opera’ are brief; others, for 
example, on the general problems of opera, Cesti’s Pomo d’Oro and “The Begin- 
nings of Baroque in Music’ receive fuller treatment and the author devotes one section 
to some remarks on his own setting of Hugo von Hofmannsthal’s Alkestis. The 
plates illustrate seventeenth-century opera productions. (782.104) 


The Film 

DIARY OF A FILM (La Belle et la Béte). Jean Cocteau. Translated from the 
French by Ronald Duncan. Dennis Dobson, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 216 pages. 
13 plates. (International Theatre and Cinema) 


This diary, kept from day to day and first published in France in 1946, describes how 
the author, the French surrealist, poet, playwright and film director, during the 
shooting of the film, La Belle et la Béte, in Touraine, at Raray, Epinay and Saint 
Maurice, directed the film under such difficulties as the necessity for economy, rapid 
variations of weather, the drone of aeroplanes, illness and cuts in electricity. One sees 
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how these difficulties were met with humour, perseverance and singleness of purpose 
and obtains some insight into the way Cocteau’s ideas were conceived and carried out 
by himself and with the loyal co-operation of his team of actors and technicians. The 
book is chiefly illustrated with reproductions of stills from the film. (791.4) 


Radio 
CANADIAN RADIO AND TELEVISION ANNUAL 1950. Edited and 
published by T. J. Wheeler (302 Bay Street, Toronto, Canada), $6.00. 
L.Post 4. 295 pages. Index. 
This annual, an expansion of the Canadian Radio Yearbook, no doubt will be chiefly 
used for its section “Who's Who in Radio’—some 3,000 very brief biographies com- 
prising over one-third of the book. The remainder is divided into seven sections: The 
Pattern of Radio, Stations and Networks, Broadcast Equipment, Music in Radio, 
Business Side of Radio, Television, Legislation. Except for the two last-mentioned, 
these sections consist largely of directory material, accompanied by occasional brief 
paragraphs of information. Despite the title, Television, which has reached no further 
than a planning stage in Canada, occupies only two pages, and the index is just barely 
adequate. (791.4058) 


Games: Football 


LET'S TALK RUGGER. B. H. Travers. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 12s.6d. C8. 
262 pages. 11 photographs. 76 diagrams. 
In rugby football, as in most games today, a modern technique is being developed and 
in this book the author, an Australian who has, strangely enough, played for England 
and who is one of the most spectacular players of the present time, gives his concep- 
tion of how the game should be played. In a comprehensive study of the modern game, 
he describes how it should be planned and explains the new methods of attack and 
defence. Full of new ideas, and yet basically sound, it is an important addition to the 
not very extensive literature of rugby football. (796.33) 


LITERATURE 


THE BEST ONE-ACT PLAYS OF 1948-49. Selected by J. W. Marriott. 
Harrap, 8s.6d. C8. 287 pages. 


Although this volume does not include the play which Mr. Marriott considers the 
best of the year 1948-9, Terence Rattigan’s The Browning Version, excluded because 
of its length, it presents a variety of new plays which should satisfy the needs of some 
of the many play-producing societies. Half the plays are by authors new to these col- 
lections, which Mr. Marriott has edited at regular intervals for twenty-five years. 
Among them are Reunion, by W. St. John Tayleur of the British Army in Germany, a 
forthright drama about four men, brought suddenly to the realization of how their 
post-war lives have fallen short of their wartime ideals; The Goldfish, by Isobel 
Andrews, a New Zealand writer, a play built about life in a club whose members 
‘are “arty” rather than artistic’; The Cardinal’s Learning, by Hugh Ross Williamson, 
well-known writer of historical plays, dealing with the famous Tudor Cardinal, 
Thomas Wolsey, shortly before his fall from power; The Silver Key, by Juanita Hayes, 

a play for all women, about disturbed emotions before a wedding; and High Tea, by 
Hugh Miller, a rough-and-tumble farce, with an element of magic, about a theatrical 
family. The remaining plays are Ophelia by T. B. Morris, in Shakespearian blank 








verse; The Tinsel Duchess, by Philip Johnson, a rather macabre drama set in 1810; 
Tell It Not in Gath, an ironic comedy in a rectory, by Joe Corrie, a prolific writer 
mostly of Scots plays; Tea With A Legend, by Norman Holland, a play about the after- 
math of fame; and The Tree, by Vera Arlett, author of Saint Alban and other plays, an 
unhappy episode in the life of the great English writer and statesman Sir Francis Bacon 
a year before his death in 1626. (808.2) 


PLAYS OF THE YEAR, 1949. Chosen by J. C. Trewin. Elek, 12s.6d. 
sC8. 640 pages. 
Following his first volume of plays of the year (1948-9) the dramatic critic, J. C. 
Trewin, has now collected six of the best productions of 1949, and has again introduced 
each with a brief account of the play’s history and a short criticism of his own, quoting 
here and there from his articles in The Illustrated London News and The Sketch. The 
plays are Dark of the Moon, Howard Richardson and William Berney; Black Chiffon, 
Lesley Storm; Ann Veronica, Ronald Gow, from a novel by H. G. Wells; The King of 
Friday's Man, Michael J. Molloy; The Late Edwina Black, William Dinner and William 
Morum; and Before the Party, Rodney Ackland, from a short story by W. Somerset 
Maugham. The first, an American fantasy with music, is based on The Ballad of 
Barbara Allen from the backwoods of the Smoky Mountains. A mixture of witchcraft, 
superstition and revivalist ardour in a primitive farming community, the play possesses 
charm, poignancy, and originality. The second play is a tense family drama, close to, 
but steering clear of, the modern psychological thriller. The text, somewhat meagre 
in places, makes apparent how much of the play’s pronounced success in London was 
due to Flora Robson’s consummate acting in the dominant part of the mother. The 
third, a most skilfully adapted comedy, is built round Ann Veronica’s rebellion against 
the conventions of 1909. Women’s Suffrage plays a large part in the theme. The text 
here printed is from a condensed and more practicable version than that which was 
performed, in twenty-four scenes on a revolving stage, in London. The fourth play 
hails from the Abbey Theatre, Dublin, where it scored a great success in 1948 before 
its appearance in London in the following year. A romantic drama, set in the colour- 
ful Galway life of 1787, it is likened by Mr. Trewin to an O’Casey play. The fifth is a 
tautly conceived psychological thriller, set in a house of mourning in 1895. With four 
characters only in the cast, the play moves tensely towards its grim conclusion. The 
sixth is yet another adaptation of a short story by the famous writer, W. Somerset 
Maugham, himself now almost a classic among living dramatists. It is a satirical 
“comedy of expediency’ about a family of snobs. The play is a not altogether successful 
mixture of tragedy and farce and at times wears an oddly dated air. (808.2) 


American Literature 

POEMS, 1938-1949. Robert Lowell. Faber & Faber, 9s.6d. D8. 102 pages. 
Mr. Lowell made his name in America with the publication in 1946 of a second book 
of poems, Lord Weary’s Castle. The present volume contains the best of that book and 
poems which he has written since. The writing is powerful and mature and of a scru- 
pulous craftsmanship; the style is compact and concentrated with a repetitive, mnemo- 
nic use of images. The subject matter shows chiefly a feeling for place, a consciousness 
of the past and family ties, a belief in the validity of Christian symbols and a pre- 
occupation with war, exile and communion with the dead. Mr. Lowell is nevertheless 
urgently concerned with such contemporary themes as the crisis in society, in religious 
belief and in the family, though he deals with these subjects in terms of enduring 
symbols. (811.5) 
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English Literature 
A LAST VINTAGE. Essays and Papers. George Saintsbury. Edited by 
John W. Oliver. Arthur Melville Clark and Augustus Muir. Methuen, 
15s. D8. 255 pages. Bibliography. 
This edition of George Saintsbury’s (1845-1933) uncollected papers is prefaced by 
three personal tributes: a reprint of the centenary tribute of 1945 by Dr. David Nichol 
Smith; “The Last Years’ by Dorothy Margaret Stuart; and “The Man of Books’ by 
Helen Waddell. The essays and reviews collected here range from contributions to 
periodicals of the 1880s and 1890s on French, English and Greek literature to essays 
that reflect the author’s pleasure and taste in good wines and in the city of Bath, where 
he spent his years of retirement. George Saintsbury was one of the great encyclopedic 
scholars of his age and a passionate admirer of French culture. The impressive biblio- 
graphy has been compiled by W. M. Parker. (820.4) 


English Poetry 


THE BALLADS. M. J. C. Hodgart. Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 184 pages. Musical 
examples. Notes and References. Index to ballad titles. General index. 
(Hutchinson's University Library: English Literature) 

The most important collection of English and Scottish ballads was that of F. J. Child, 

published at the end of the nineteenth century. The present survey is devoted to further 

study of ballads appearing in this collection. The author, a Fellow of Pembroke 

College, Cambridge, and Lecturer in English in that University, attempts a broad 

definition of the ballad form, emphasizing that no poem of this type is complete 

without its music, and paying tribute to the work of specialists such as Cecil Sharp. 

General chapters on the poetic and musical ingredients of the ballad are followed by a 

short historical outline; and some account of the social and literary background of the 

form, together with a chapter on ballad and folklore scholarship, completes the book. 

Of particular interest is the appearance of ballads in closely similar forms in different 

communities; the American, Scottish and English national idioms in this connection 

show striking parallels in some respects. (821.04) 


English Drama 


BERNARD SHAW. Eric Bentley. Hale, 12s.6d. D8. 256 pages. Bibliographical 
notes. Index. 


An exploration of what, to the superficial reader, must seem ‘the chaos of clear 
opinions’ in Shaw’s work leads Mr. Bentley to contend that Shaw failed as a propa- 
gandist in his attempts to change society but as a dramatist he succeeded, and that it is 
the artist in Shaw, not his didacticism, which makes him at home in the theatre but 
not in the world; in his plays the human situations which he feels important are pre- 
sented with an accuracy beyond the scope and power of a propagandist. Shaw’s 
thinking, he maintains, is not that of a propagandist but of an artist endeavouring to 
find the good in the many philosophies of life. Mr. Bentley thinks that Shaw’s ideas 
in a preface assume a different aspect when they become characters in a play. This is 
a thoughtful and original book that shows great industry. (822.91) 


sapeHO. A Play in Verse. Lawrence Durrell. Faber & Faber, 10s.6d. D8. 
187 pages 
Mr. Durrell has the initial advantage of familiarity with the Eastern Mediterranean 


region in which the action of his poetic play is set. Taking the bare framework of 
meagre fact and legend, which is all that is known about Sappho of Lesbos, he creates 
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the credible and moving character of a middle-aged woman who, in spite of wealth 
and fame as a great poet, seeks to forget her dissatisfaction and restlessness in wild dis- 
sipation. Sappho appears as the wife “of the elderly merchant Kreon; she is exiled to 
Corinth and revenges herself on the all powerful general Pittakos, whose mistress she 
has been, by directing the Corinthian campaign against her native Lesbos. Pittakos is 
shown as a philosophical dictator and his brother Phaon as an existentialist who pre- 

fers to live on a desert island, where, at the conclusion of the play, the ruined Pittakos 
meets him again. Discussions on the nature of life and poetry take place between 
Sappho and the drunken but likable poet Diomedes. The play with its swiftly moving 
sequence of events, spare, forcible diction and philosophical pessimism, owes a good 
deal to the dramas of Jean-Paul Sartre. (822.91) 


SUMMER DAY'S DREAM. A Play in Two Acts. J. B. Priestley. French, 
5s. D8. 72 pages. 2 illustrations. Paper bound. (French’s Acting Edition) 
This well-known dramatist’s most recently published play is, as its title suggests, a 
midsummer day’s dream of England in 1975. An atomic war behind them, the in- 
habitants live in quiet peace and simplicity, blissfully forgoing all the fret and speed of 
progress. Suddenly, their calm is rudely disturbed by three visitors from the outside 
world, an American, a Russian and an Indian, who seek to raise them from their 
primitive state and to open up the country. Three days sojourn with the ‘natives’, 
however, makes the intruders decide to leave them as they found them in their little 
Utopia. This vision of the future reveals an optimism not usually found in present-day 
writers of plays about a post-Atomic age. (822.91) 


‘A GOOD MAN FALLEN AMONG FABIANS . A study of George Bernard 
Shaw. Alick West. Lawrence & Wishart, 9s.6d. D8. 180 pages. Biographical 
note. 

Mr. West’s charge against Shaw is that ‘his Fabianism blurs the character of capitalism’ 

in his plays. This results, he argues, in a certain intellectual dishonesty and an unwilling- 

ness to follow his vision as an artist to its conclusion. The analysis of the early novels 
and the plays is ingenious, but the conclusion to which it inevitably leads is that Shaw 
would have been a better artist if he could have accepted Communism instead of 
putting his faith in the mystical workings of the Life Force. This division in Shaw 
between the artist and the thinker, says Mr. West, has brought about a curious situa- 
tion: within each of Shaw’s plays he detects an ‘unspoken play’ in which his genuine 
vision is expressed. The title is taken from Lenin’s well-known description of Shaw 
and is the guiding idea of the book. (822.91) 


English Fiction 
THE BRONTE SISTERS. Phyllis Bentley. Longmans, Green for The British 
Couacl, 1s. sD8. 44 pages. Frontispiece. Bibliography. Paper bound. 
(Bibliographical Supplements to ‘ British Book News’) 
A concise introduction to the lives and work of Charlotte (1816-55), Emily (1818-48) 
and Anne (1820-49) Bronté by a Yorkshire novelist and critic. Miss Bentley, herself 
the editor of a recent edition of the Brontés’ novels and poems, in seeking to discover 
the secret of the unique and powerful hold which the works of these young women 
have had upon all classes of readers, sums up their essential quality in these words: ‘It 
is a strange compound, a unique blend, of poetry with prose, of the wild and free with 
the domestic, of wisdom with innocence, of irony with intensity, of realism with 
romance. I suggest that it resulted from the fusion in their spirit of their Celtic heredity 
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with their Yorkshire environment. Yorkshire gave them their robust and relentless 
realism, their tenacious honesty, their energy, their stubborn belief in equality and 
freedom; their Celtic parentage provided their ardour, their intensity, their proud 
melancholy, their flowing speech.’ Of Charlotte Bronté’s heroines Miss Bentley justly 
observes: ‘one does not meet women such as hers again in English fiction till the turn 
of the twentieth century,’ while Emily ‘stands alone in her portrayal of timeless and 
elemental human passion’. (823.81) 


English Essays 


GENIUS Loci and Other Essays. H. W. Garrod. Oxford University 
Press, 7s.6d. C8. 141 pages. 
In the title essay of this selection Mr. Garrod calls to mind ‘the long succession of poets 
of the second-rate, but not negligible in the history of our poetry’ who from the 
sixteenth century have come from his own college, Merton (of which he is a Fellow) 
in Oxford University. This essay can suggest, too, a sense of unity in the other essays, 
for he shows that he can call up a presiding spirit, or at least attendant spirits, from 
literature and history whose work illustrates the subject he has in hand: Sitting For 
One’s Picture calls up Hazlitt; On Growing Old recalls Matthew Arnold; in the essay 
on Dogs he envisages an anthology of the literature of dogs and supplies considerable 
material for it; in Autobiographies, John Stuart Mill, Herbert Spencer, Scott, Dickens 
and Gibbon are the stimuli of such reflections, in the true essayist manner, on life, 
people and experiences as run through all the essays and give them their charm and 
worth. (824.91) 


LAST ESSAYS. G. M. Young. Hart-Davis, 9s.6d. L.Post 8. 288 pages. Index. 
G. M. Young’s book is essentially a study in continuity—the continuity of the English 
tradition as illustrated in the medieval community, the English home and landscape, 
and the debt of historians to Sir Walter Scott, Thomas Hardy, Thackeray and John 
Aubrey. He believes that history is concerned not so much with what happened as 
with what people said about it when it was happening. “The secret,’ he observes, ‘is 
to treat every document as the record of a conversation, and to go on reading till you 
hear people speaking.’ Only so, he says, can history acquire the intimacy of a family 
tradition. This family is, of course, not only England but Europe, which he believes 
to be on the verge of a second Renaissance, if she can only survive her present crisis. 
The book is most admirably written and distinguished throughout by its humane 
learning. G. M. Young is, indeed, a humanist in the great European tradition. 
(824.91) 
English Satire and Humour 
AND EVEN NOW. Max Beerbohm. Reprint. Heinemann, 10s.6d. IC8. 
320 pages. 
The two longest essays, or sketches, in this volume show Max Beerbohm at his best as 
a sardonic connoisseur of character and situation in a genre peculiar to himself which 
he has brought to perfection. These are the famous ‘No. 2, The Pines’, which relates 
his visits as a young man to the ageing poet Swinburne, then living under the care and 
tutelage of the literary lawyer Watts-Dunton—a masterpiece of sly humour; and 
“William and Mary’, a poignant period piece centring on the marriage of an Oxford 
Socialist of the 1890s. The other essays deal with a variety of subjects: a visit to a 
French casino which gives rise to a mock short story in the manner of Guy de Maupas- 
sant, statues, a burlesque obituary of a mad Slav poet, hosts and guests, servants, the 
author’s first encounter with Thomas Carlyle in old age, unfinished works of art. All 
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these exhibit the writer’s mannered charm and restrained sense of the ludicrous. And 
Even Now was first published in 1920. (827.91) 


Scottish Miscellany 
THE THISTLE AND THE PEN. An Anthology of Modezn Scottish Writers 


chosen and introduced by Eric Linklater. Nelson, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 

336 pages. 
This anthology is ‘one man’s choice’ and, as Mr. Linklater points out in an excellent 
introduction, pretends neither to be comprehensive in its scope nor universal in its 
appeal. His purpose was ‘to make an attractive and expository array ofcontemporary 
writing that would illustrate the Scottish scene and temperament.’ The reader should 
be glad to share Mr. Linklater’s choice, which has ranged widely, and many will be 
grateful to rediscover the half-forgotten felicities of John Allan’s Farmer’s Boy, Hugh 
MacDiarmid’s lyrics from Sangschaw and The Drunk Man Looks at the Thistle, and 
Neil Gunn’s Morning Tide. Fraser Darling’s The Atlantic Seal, Sir Alexander Gray's 
Father of Socialism (a caustic and unforgettable study of Charles Fourier) and Ivor 
Brown’s Good Words are unexpected but entirely justified inclusions in the collection. 
Scots drama is represented by a scene from Bridie’s Mr. Bolfry, and Linklater himself 
by one of his best short stories, Sealskin Trousers. (828.99408) 


French Literature 
PLEASURES AND REGRETS. Marcel Proust. Preface by Anatole France. 
Translated from the French by Louise Varése. Dennis Dobson, 9s.6d. C8. 


232 pages. 
This is the first English translation of Les Plaisirs and les Jours (1896), Marcel Proust's 
earliest published book of stories, essays and sketches. As Anatole France remarks in 
his preface, Proust ‘excels in relating elegant sorrows, artificial sufferings . . . He draws 
you into a hothouse atmosphere, and keeps you there among the sophisticated orchids 
whose strange beauty is not nourished in the earth . .. We breathe in his pages the 
fin du siecle climate of decadence’. Pleasures and Regrets is interesting chiefly as an 
indication of what is to come, for it already foreshadows some of the motifs of Remem- 
brance of Things Past, though not its style. The most revealing story in the book is 
‘A Young Girl’s Confession’ in which the author puts into the mouth of the young 
girl his own obsessional love for his mother. In this story the mother dies as the result 
of having seen, through a window, her daughter in the arms of a lover. The original 
volume, expensively and preciously produced, with the water colours of Madeleine 
Lemaire, failed to establish Proust as a writer in the eyes of his own generation. 

(843.91) 

WHERE ANGELS PASS. Danicl-Rops. Translated from the French by 

Emma Craufurd. Cassell, 9s.6d. C8. 224 pages. 


M. Daniel-Rops’s book is a study of those ‘perilous moments of insight’ when ‘the 
impenetrable cloud which envelops human existence begins to lift’; when “beneath 
the surface of everyday things we sense mysterious presences, a world of certainty and 
explanation’. He has studied such moments of vision in the work of Rilke, Emily 
Bronté, Kafka and Patrice de la Tour du Pin. The chapter on Kafka is masterly in its 
clear, incisive analysis of an intensely difficult writer, and that on the influence of 
Rodin on Rilke is also of extreme interest. The final chapters on ‘Poetry and the 
Powers of the Night’, “What the Poet Can Learn from Mystics’ and ‘Poetry and the 
Gifts of Prophecy’ sum up the author’s conclusions on this subject. The book was first 
published in French in 1947 under the title Od Passent des Anges. (844.91) 








Italian Literature 
A HANDBOOK TO DANTE stTuDIES. Umberto Cosmo. Translated from 
the Italian by David Moore. Blackwell (Oxford), 15s. D8. 200 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. 
Guida a Dante is the last work of the greatest Dante scholar of this century and repre- 
sents an integrative, personal survey of the problems which have occupied many 
other scholars. Cosmo comments not only on these but also on the books which deal 
with them. After a preliminary chapter dealing with the vast Dante bibliography, he 
brings his unrivalled knowledge to bear upon both the life of the poet and his works. 
‘This book,’ remarks the translator, “was needed to make the most recent studies of 
Dante complete’. It must supersede even the most estimable ‘guides’ that other 
teachers have provided and is bound to become a standard work. (851.15) 
Chinese Literature 
POEMS FROM CHINA. Translated by Wong Man. Creation Books (Hong 
Kong): Hirschfeld Bros. (London), 7s.6d. paper bound; 1os.6d. cloth. C8. 
261 pages. 
The contents of this anthology cover some thirty centuries and fall into three parts. 
First come the ‘ancient poems’, which would be more accurately described as poems 
written on the ancient model. They begin with a selection from the early folksongs 
and ballads of China, and then rapidly traverse the whole field of classical Chinese 
poetry. The second part consists entirely of a number of tz‘, romantic songs in irregu- 
lar verse which first became popular in the Tang dynasty. Very few of these have 
hitherto been translated, and their simple charm is likely to come as a revelation to 
many. The third and longest section is devoted to modern poetry, written in collo- 
quial Chinese, which lacks the terseness and elegance of the literary language. Fewer 
authors are included here, but much more space is allotted to each. It is curious to 
observe how the Chinese have imitated some of the less admirable features of English 
up-to-date verse, such as the capricious use of rhyme and metre, including even the 
absurdity of making a single word constitute a line in itself. For a native of China the 
translator shows a surprising mastery of English idiom, but, inspired by a laudable 
desire to keep as close as possible to the original, he is inclined to omit what he may 
regard as unnecessary particles, and this sometimes interferes with the even flow of 
his verse. The book is very clearly printed, and will be found most convenient for the 
student, since the Chinese text and the translation face each other on opposite pages, 
making cross-reference as simple as possible. (895.11) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 


THE ANNUAL REGISTER. A Review of Public Events at Home and Abroad 
for the Year 1949. Edited by Ivison S. Macadam. Longmans, Green, 50s. 
M8. $40 pages. Index. 

The ro1st annual issue of this well-known review, again edited by the Director- 

General of the Royal Institute of International Affairs, assisted by Hugh Latimer, 

former editor of The World Today. The Register is divided into four parts: United 

Kingdom; British Commonwealth; foreign countries; miscellaneous, including a 

monthly chronicle of world events, a retrospect of British literature, art and science in 

1949, a section on the year’s finance, trade and industry in Britain, and one on law. The 

volume ends with obituaries of well-known persons of all countries who died in 1949. 

(905) 








Travels Description Archaeology 
FROM THREE YACHTS. Conor OBrien. Hart-Davis, 8s.6d. C8. 240 pages. 
Portrait frontispiece. (The Mariners Library) 

This book was first published in 1928, and in the present edition the author has elimi- 
nated nearly a third of it by cutting out what he now considers unnecessary and un- 
desirable. He tells of his adventures sailing the seas, mainly off the coast of his native 
Ireland, in his three yachts, Kelpie, Saoirse and Ilen. The story opens in 1914, when 
trouble in Ireland was coming to a head, and he used Kelpie, a 26-ton cutter, as a 
cargo-carrier running rifles and ammunition from a German supply-tug to the Irish 
Volunteers. He then describes his fishing exploits off the coast of Kerry, and Kelpie’s 
final cruise when she was lost. Saoirse was then built as a ketch with an unorthodox 
hull, and it was in her that the author sailed round the world. An interesting chapter 
on sailing long passages alone is included in the stor * of Saoirse, which ends with an 
account of her unsuccessful racing at Cowes. Finally, there was Ilen which he sailed 
from her builders in Ireland to her new owners in the Falkland Islands, encountering 
whales and very bad weather. This well-told story is full of interest, variety and 
adventure, and is worthy of a seaman who preferred to sail single-handed. —_ (910.4) 


BRITISH ANTIQUITY. T. D. Kendrick. Methuen, 21s. D8. 183 pages. 
25 illustrations. 4 text illustrations. Index. 


The Director of the British Museum here gives a short account of the body of anti- 
quarian thought and the changes in archaeological methods and research in Britain 
from 1135 to 1635. He pays considerable attention to Historia Regum Britanniae by 
Geoffrey of Monmouth (1100?-$4) and the effects of the controversy over its authen- 
ticity especially when Tudor nationalism revived interest in this early chronicle. Many 
legends are discussed: of Brutus the Trojan as the founder of the British race, of the 
folk-hero King Arthur, and of Saint Joseph of Arimathea. The preliminary section 
deals with the Middle Ages and the early antiquaries Rous and Worcester. The transi- 
tion from medieval to modern antiquarian thought is shown in the sixteenth century 
with the work of John Leland (1506-52), the first of the modern English antiquaries, 
and William Camden (1551-1623) and his masterly topographical work Britannia 
(1586). This original and witty book is a skilful compression of scholarship and the 
author’s observations on literature, history, philosophy and social changes give it a 
more than archacological interest. (913.42) 


THE STONE AGE CULTURES OF NORTHERN RHODESIA. With Parti- 
cular Reference to the Cultural and Climatic Succession in the Upper 
Zambesi Valley and its Tributaries. J. Desmond Clark. With a chapter on 
the Geology by F. Dixey, and appendices by H. B. S. Cooke, L. H. Wells 
and Geoffrey Bond. The South African Archaeological Society (P.O. Box 31, 
Claremont, Cape, South Africa), 21s. L.Post 4. 157 pages. 12 plates. Folding 
map. Illustrations and diagrams in the text. Bibliography. 

Northern Rhodesia stands at the centre of the sub-continent of southern Africa, near 

enough to the Kalahari Thirstland to use the extensions and retractions of the tell-tale 

sands as a basis of prehistoric chronology. In this book the country is made to yield up 
its ancient story for the first time, and its tale of human cultures in relation to time and 
to changing climates is fundamental to the study of the African field, whether past or 


present. It is based upon personal research and excavation by the author, who is a 
member of the staff of the Rhodes-Livingstone Museum, Livingstone, and reviews in 
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turn the primitive arts, changing climates, the Pleistocene story of Africa, man’s tools 
and environment, a new assessment of Homo rhodesiensis and the prehistoric fauna. 
(913.6894) 
CHASING AN ANCIENT GREEK. Discursive Reminiscences of an European 
Journey. Douglas Young. Hollis & Carter, 12s.6d. D8. 208 pages. Index. 
Last year, Douglas Young, a Scottish poet, set out as a wandering scholar on a journey 
of discovery through many European libraries in search of the manuscripts of the 
2,500-year-old Greek poet Theognis. This is a vigorously colloquial and amusing book 
of travel for which his literary quest provided the excuse. The work of Theognis he 
describes as ‘the most substantial relic of personal literature from the aristocratic 
particularist age, — Athenian national socialism and Macedonian dynastic im- 
perialism’. In all, Mr. Young discovered thirteen manuscripts in libraries ranging 
from Mount Athos i in Greece to Holkham Hall in Norfolk, and from Salamanca to 
the Public Scientific Library (formerly Prussian State Library) in the Soviet Sector of 
Berlin—‘not to mention miscellanies containing bits, disjecti membra poetae, in places 
as separate as Moscow, Madrid, Darmstadt and Patmos’. Of these thirteen manu- 
scripts less than half had been studied before and most of those inadequately. A final 
chapter gives biographical details of Theognis, whose poems were at one time thought 
to be the production of a syndicate of writers, and also specimens of his verse in 
wae ee (914) 


IRELAND: ITS PHYSICAL, HISTORICAL, SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC 
GEOGRAPHY. T. W. Freeman. Methuen, 32s.6d. D8. $72 pages. 16 illus- 
trations. 96 text maps and 2 folded maps. References. Index. 

This book is the result of extensive field-work and personal interviews, which Mr. 

Freeman carried out while Reader in Geography at Trinity College, Dublin and a 

mennbet of the Geographical Society of Ircland. In the first part he deals with the 

country as a whole and in the second he studies the v eciope regions. His treatment of 
social and economic problems such as emigration, the distribution of population, the 
border question and the revival of industry is particularly thorough. Detailed biblio- 
graphies at the end of each chapter, numerous maps and diagrams and many photo- 
graphs complete this, the first comprehensive geography of Ireland. (914.15) 





TRAVEL IN ENGLAND: FROM PILGRIM AND PACKHORSE TO CAR 
AND PLANE. Thomas Burke. Reprint. Batsford, 12s.6d. D8. 160 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece. Plates. Index. 

This is a reprint of work first published in 1942 which surveys the history of travel in 

England with a plenitude of quotation and illustration. There are extracts from many 

writers and prints, paintings and modern photographs. It is an intelligent scrapbook 

which captures delightfully the atmosphere of travel in various periods. The first 
chapter takes the story of the tracks right up to the Stuart days and is in consequence 
somewhat sketchy, but thereafter the book is very successful in its genre, with a well- 

written and witty text. (914.2) 


THE ISLE OF WIGHT. Illustrated and described by Barbara Jones. Penguin 
Books, 3s. sC8. 36 pages. 16 colour plates. 3 line drawings. Bibliography. 
(King Penguin Books) 

The latest topographical book in this popular series describes the Isle of Wight lying 

off the Hampshire coast of south England. During the nineteenth century such eminent 
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persons as Queen Victoria and the poet Tennyson made their home on the island. The 
Victorian flavour which still lingers in much of the architecture of the small seaside 
resorts, as well as at Osborne, the massive home of Queen Victoria near Cowes, is 
delightfully captured by Mrs. Barbara Jones who emphasizes, both in her text and 
illustrations, the spirit of unexpected fantasy which the present generation has recently 
rediscovered in Victorian popular art. (914.228) 


A GUIDE TO ZANZIBAR. Government Printer (Zanzibar), 3s.6d. C8. 
120 pages. 32 illustrations. 3 maps. 
A handy and very full concise guide to Zanzibar and Pemba, for the tourist whose stay 


is short, but illustrated with lovely photographs designed to seduce the visitor to linger 
in these islands of Arab architecture and spices. (916.781) 


TRINIDAD AND TOBAGO YEARBOOK 1950. Compiled by H. Dow. 
Yuille’s Printerie (Port-of-Spain, Trinidad), $1.00. L.Post 8. $00 pages. 
Index. 


The eighty-third issue of this standard yearbook which includes general information 
about the islands, staff and personnel lists, information on religious, educational and 
economic life, a complete Civil List and a Trade Directory. (917.298) 


A CAMERA IN ANTARCTICA. Alfred Saunders. Winchester Publications, 
21s. C4. 160 pages. 72 photographs. Endpaper maps. Index. 
The author of this fine book worked for some fifteen years as a member of the scien- 
tific staff of the British research ship, Discovery II, and also as its official photographer. 
The unique opportunity of combining photography with detailed knowledge of this 
remote and exciting part of the world was not lost, and the result is a book of double 
value. The superb photographs cover every branch of the activity of such expeditions, 
and contain many fine studies of the penguins and other fauna of the Antarctic; the 
text, besides giving an unusual and candid picture of the life of the research-worker- 
explorer in this difficult area, is also most interesting on the subject of whaling. It was 
investigations into the whaling industry, in fact, which provided the raison d’étre of 
the Discovery II expeditions, and there are many accounts of this fascinating industry, 
and the men of many countries—largely Scandinavians—who take part in it. The 
account of two circumpolar cruises, too, will bring a new experience to readers of 
books of exploration and travel. (919.9) 


Biography 
AN HOUR OF BREATH. Sampie de Wet. Central News Agency (Cape Town, 
South Africa), 12s.6d. D8. 124 pages. 


The autobiography of the daughter of the Rt. Hon. N. J. de Wet, Minister of Justice 
in the South African Government, 1913-24, Chief Justice of the Union, 1939-43, 
Officer Administering the Government in the absence of the Governor-General, 
1942-5. She describes her childhood in the Transvaal and the Cape, and her college 
career at Newnham, Cambridge, in the mid-twenties. Subsequent years are passed 
over briefly with some reference to the deafness which afflicted her at the age of 
twenty-three. It is throughout her story which she tells, though there are many amus- 
ing anecdotes of the eminent persons with whom her father’s position brought her 
into touch, and she also devotes one chapter to the antecedents and connections of the 
de Wet family, some members of which are to be found in England. (920.7) 
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LOVE sTORY. Ruth McKenney. Hart-Davis, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 293 pages. 
It is pleasant to read of a marriage as happy as Miss McKenney’s, about which she tells 
us in this book. She married her husband within twelve days of meeting him. She had 
just retired from seven years of newspaper work and was writing a book on the rubber 
workers of America, cking out a living, meanwhile, by selling funny stories to the 
New Yorker; he was an editor of the left-wing New Masses. After their marriage they 
set about discovering each other. They had their ups and downs, of course, their 
differences of opinion, their financial problems and their sorrows—the illness of her 
small daughter, the death of her beloved sister about whom she had written a book 
(My Sister Eileen) which was made into a play and later into a film. Looking back on 
twelve yearsof marriage, the author gives th anks fora life rich and varied that h as united 
them firmly into a family. Written without pretension, this is a very human book that 
does not dwell upon misfortune but looks upon the bright side of things and makes 
very agreeable reading. (920.7) 


THE ENGLISH ECCENTRICS. Edith Sitwell. Reprint of first edition. 
Dennis Dobson, 9s.6d. C8. 332 pages. Appendix. Index. 
Three centuries of oddities and cranks are gathered together in this scrapbook of 
erudition and fantasy. Dr. Sitwell claims that eccentricity flourishes particularly well 
among the English, “because of that peculiar and satisfactory knowledge of infallibility 
that is the hallmark and birthright of the British nation’. At the same time she contends 
that individual eccentrics should be respected, for then there is less chance of the nation 
as a whole going mad. Unfortunately, she makes very little distinction between 
eccentricity and real madness and a distinctly confusing effect is produced by the 
rapidity with which her procession whirls past the reader on its danse macabre. Nor are 
her eccentrics confined to the English nation. Among the notable examples dealt with 
are: Merry Andrew, the physician of Henry VIII, Colonel Ketterfelto and his cats, 
Squire Mytton who set fire to his nightdress to cure an attack of hiccups, Louis de 
Rougement who lived as a cannibal chief in the wilds of Australia, Professor Porson 
of Cambridge, the American lady Margaret Fuller who visited Carlyle and other 
Victorian literary men, Herbert Spencer and John Wesley, and there are other more 
obscure figures retrieved from the rubbish heap of history. The English Eccentrics was 
first published in 1933. (920.8) 


BLACKWALL TO BLOEMFONTEIN. An Unconventional Autobiography. 
Frank Howell Hulme. South African Church Publications (Durban, South 
Africa), 15s.6d. D8. 366 pages. Portrait. 

The author of this autobiography of a long life was one time Dean and Archdeacon 

of Bloemfontein in the Orange Free State. He traces his career from birth near 

Marlborough, in England, through his Oxford days and his ordination to his first 

work in the slums of Poplar in London. From there he was invited to Bloemfontein 

where he was installed as Dean in 1905. Thence follows an account rich in anecdote of 
his duties, struggles and experiences during forty years’ ministry which included 
extensive travels in southern Africa. Canon Hulme shows himself to have had an 
active and receptive mind and he never hesitates to comment intelligently upon 
historic events, ideologies, personalities or manners and modes. He died at the age of 
eighty-one before the book had issued from the press. (922.342) 


BISMARCK AND THE GERMAN EMPIRE. Erich Eyck. Allen & Unwin, 
18s. D8. 328 pages. Portrait. Index of names. 

Dr. Eyck, the most distinguished Bismarckian scholar of our day, displays in this book 

strong liberal sympathies, setting Bismarck’s realpolitik against British Liberalism. His 
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great three-volume study in German of Bismarck has an international reputation. 
This shorter work summarizes its salient points and the author’s reassessments and 
conclusions; although a summary, it reads easily without signs of compression or 
omission. It goes beyond its title, for it is a political biography that covers every aspect 
of Bismarck’s career from his membership of the first Prussian Parliament in 1847 
until his dismissal by William II in 1890. It includes every important topic and gives 
a useful discussion of the most disputed events; it is based on all the published material 
on Bismarck that has accumulated since his death in 1898. A first-rate piece of historical 
writing, it should be accepted as the best biography in English at present. It is to be 
hoped that the author’s Bismarck: Leben und Werk will eventually be translated, but 
the present work will be of lasting value as an initial study of the Chancellor. 

(923.243) 
FAMOUS TRIALS OF MARSHALL HALL. Edward Marjoribanks. Penguin 

Books, 2s.6d. (Double Volume). sC8. 416 pages. Paper bound. 


Sir Edward Marshall Hall was one of the most outstanding advocates at the criminal 
bar and he figured in many of the most famous trials for more than twenty years up 
to his death in 1927. He had a vigorous style which secured the release of several 
prisoners but it also involved him, from time to time, in clashes with both judges and 
colleagues. This book is a condensed version of the Life by the same author, an old 
friend of Marshall Hall, published in 1929. Although it contains a chapter on Marshall 
Hall’s early life, it is mainly a descriptive account of the trials in which he appeared, 
written in such a style as to convey to the reader not only the substance of the cases 
but the atmosphere in Court during the hearings. The selection of cases for inclusion 
and comment has been carefully made and they show the many facets of Marshall 
Hall’s character and skill. (923.442) 


GREAT MEN OF SCIENCE. A History of Scientific Progress. Philipp Lenard. 
Translated from the 2nd German edition by Dr. H. Stafford Hatfield, 
with a preface by E. N. da C. Andrade. Reprint. Bell, 15s. sD8. 410 pages. 
62 plates. Indexes. 

The lives of sixty-five outstanding scientists from Pythagoras to the twentieth century 

—the First World War provides a convenient time-limit—are brought together to 

provide an outline history of science. Emphasis lies rather upon the physical sciences, 

as might be expected from a physicist famous for his pioneer work in phosphorescence 
and cathode rays, for which he was awarded a Nobel Prize. Each biography is quite 
short, and deals particularly with the scientific activities of its subject. A useful feature 
is the collection of portraits: the author has succeeded in reproducing portraits of 
practically all of the scientists about whom he writes. Translated from the German, 
and first published in 1933, the book is now reprinted for the second time. (925) 


ISAAC NEWTON. E. N. da C. Andrade. Max Parrish, 6s. sC8. 111 pages. 
8 plates, including portraits and facsimiles. 5 line illustrations, including 
diagrams. (Personal Portraits) 

This distinctive outline biography draws attention to the scope and importance of the 

work of Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1726) who changed the current of scientific thought 

by his great achievements in mathematics, his theories of light and colour and his con- 
ception of universal gravitation. It gives insight into his unusual character. Though 
there is of necessity not much detail and though it describes the scientist rather than 
the public servant, this little book tells a fascinating story. Professor Andrade is 
Director of the Royal Institution; his books include The Structure of the Atom, The 
Atom and its Energy and Poems and Songs. (925.3) 
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VINDICATION OF RUSKIN. J. Howard Whitehouse. Allen & Unwin. 10s. 

D8. 67 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 7 illustrations. Facsimile. Appendix. 
The President of the Ruskin Society sets out to clear Ruskin’s name from the allega- 
tions of cruelty and impotence made against him in Admiral Sir William James’s 
recent work The Order of Release, which dealt with the circumstances of Ruskin’s 
unhappy marriage. Mr. Whitehouse publishes for the first time Ruskin’s long reply 
(reproduced here in facsimile) to the nullity suit brought against him by his wife. 
Ruskin prepared this document for his proctor and then withdrew it, as he did not 
want anything to interfere with the divorce. There is also an intensely interesting 
letter to Ruskin from his mother, written shortly before his marriage, in which she 
warns him against idealizing his bride. Whether the publication of these documents 
constitutes a ‘vindication’ of the conduct of either Ruskin or his parents towards 
Euphemia Gray must, however, still remain a matter of opinion. (928.248) 


CALL NO MAN HAppy. André Maurois. Jonathan Cape, 4s.6d. sC8. 
304 pages. Index. (The Travellers’ Library) 
M. Maurois’s autobiography, written during the Second World War in New York 
and first published in 1943, is, in spite of its title, an almost undeviating record of 
success. It tells us very little about the man himself, and very little about the people he 
has known, for its cold, intellectual manner keeps the reader at a distance. Neverthe- 
less, M. Maurois gives an apparently candid and modest account of his childhood in 
Normandy as a member of the Herzog family of mill-owners (an Alsatian family 
which moved their woollen manufacture to Normandy after the Franco-Prussian 
war of 1870-1), of his education, which was as academically brilliant as his subsequent 
literary career was successful, and detached portraits of his two wives and his many 
friends. During the First World War he acted as a liaison officer between the French 
and British armies and since then he has moved in royal and ambassadorial circles, 
among his friends being the Duke of Windsor, Marshal Lyautey, Sir Eric and Lady 
Phipps and Marcel Proust. His portraits of these and others are, however, little more 
than snapshots. The last third of the book deals with the Munich period and the fall of 
France, after which M. Maurois went to live in California. (928.4) 


Europe 
THE PILGRIMAGE OF WESTERN MAN. Stringfellow Barr. Gollancz, 
7s.6d. L.Post 8. 382 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
This book is a philosophical approach to European history since 1500 and it contains 
excellent short accounts of past epochs and movements. Mr. Barr expounds tem- 
perately a thesis of progressive decline and finally suggests that it is necessary to revert 
to the Christian universal ideal in order to save the world, advancing an argument for 
federalism. The bibliographical note lists some of the great books written during the 
period covered by the book which have influenced the general ideas of mankind. Mr. 
Barr is President of St. John’s College, Annapolis. (940) 
World War Il 
THE BLACK WATCH AND THE KING'S ENEMIES. Bernard Fergusson. 
Foreword by Earl Wavell. Collins, 15s. D8. 384 pages. 23 maps. Index. 
This story of The Black Watch (Royal Highland Regiment) in the Second World War 
is written by the present Commanding Officer, who is already known as a writer of 
distinction. It is more than a regimental history and pays honour to all infantrymen; 
the principal character, whose life and spirit animates the whole story, is the modern 
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Highland soldicr. Battalions of the Regiment took part in almost every theatre and 
nearly every campaign of the war. The original fighting in Belgium which ended at 
Dunkirk; the disaster at Saint-Valéry; Somaliland, Crete, and the defence of Tobruk; 
the preparations of Gibraltar for defence; the conquest of North Africa from El 
Alamein to Tripoli; the capture of Sicily; the Italian campaigns; the landing in 
Normandy and the crossing of the Rhine; the Chindits behind the Japanese front in 
Burma; these are some of the milestones passed by units of the Black Watch in the 
long trek from initial defeat and defence to assault and victory over the King’s enemies. 
The story tells also of the Allied regiments sprung from the same stock: men of Scottish 
blood or preference from Canada, the Transvaal, New South Wales, New Zealand, 
Southern Rhodesia and from England herself. The narrative is brimming with action 
and personality, and provides war history in its most palatable form. (940.541241) 


GREEK ADVENTURE. Jack Gage. Unie-Volkspers (Cape Town, South Africa) 
6s.3d. D8. 110 pages. Map. 
This is the adventurous story of a South African officer who parachuted into German- 
occupied Greece in April 1943 and remained there until the Axis forces were driven 
out in October 1944, assisting the resistance movements. He and his comrades had to 
be diplomats as well as soldiers, since the differences between ELAS and EAM 
became only too obvious to them. Their work consisted of helping the organization 
of the Greek guerrillas, distributing food, clothing, arms and ammunition, and sending 
information to Cairo about German movements. Some of the time they were 
actually in action. Major Jack Gage is a well-known ex-Springbok footballer. 
(940.548168) 
Britain 
THE ENGLISH-SPEAKING PEOPLES: A MODERN HISTORY. Edgar 
McInnis and J. H. S. Reid. Dent, 25s. M8. $48 pages. 11 maps. Bibliography. 
Index. 


Professor McInnis, Associate Professor of History in the University of Toronto, and 
Dr. Reid of the University of Manitoba give in this book the historical background of 
the English-speaking nations and outline their interrelated growth. They show that 
these communities include a wide varicty of racial stocks, with groups whose native 
tongue is not English, but that this language is the most obvious common factor, as 
the traditions and institutions inherited from Great Britain are the most important. 
The narrative begins at the close of the seventeenth century and in the 250 years that 
follow may be seen the creation of a new imperial structure to replace the one that was 
shattered by the American Revolution, the growth of the modern Commonwealth, 
the transformation of Britain into a leading industrial state and the rise of the United 
States. This study welds a history of the British Empire with that of the United States 
of America, and particular attention is given to Canada as the oldest Dominion and as 
a nation which occupies a special position through its close relations with both Britain 
and the United States. From the history of the divergent developments of the English- 
speaking peoples is drawn a recognition of the bonds created by interests, past and 
present. There is a full index and a broadly classified list of selected books. (942) 


GLOUCESTERSHIRE STORIES. Hope Costley White. Foreword by L. E. 
Tanner. British Publishing Company (Gloucester), 7s.6d. C8. 157 pages. 
Plates, including portraits and facsimiles. Bibliography. Index. 

A companion volume to Gloucester Story (1947), which related certain stories from the 

city’s history, this further excursion into the county’s past is centred in the careers of 
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some Gloucestershire worthies. Mrs. Costley White begins with the wicked Robert, 
Earl of Gloucester; goes on to discuss the history of Richard Whittington, Lord 
Mayor of London, and his famous cat; tells the story of the devoted life of William 
Tyndale, translator of the Bible; describes the martyrdom of Bishop Hooper, and 
gives an account of the preaching crusade of George Whitfield. She displays scholar- 
ship and imagination; her book is excellent within its imposed limits and of a good 
deal more than merely local interest. The illustrations are from contemporary sources 
and the foreword is by the Keeper of the Muniments and Library at Westminster 
Abbey. (942.41) 
Germany 


THE STRUGGLE FOR GERMANY. Drew Middleton. Wingate, 12s.6d. 

IC8. 304 pages. Sketch-map frontispiece. Index. 
The aim of this book by a top-ranking United States correspondent is to demonstrate 
that Germany remains the most important single problem confronting Western 
diplomacy and that Germany’s choice of road may decide the fate of the world. 
Based on first-hand observation, the study of the rivalries of Western and Eastern 
interests is the outcome of Mr. Middleton’s residence in Germany from May 1945 
to May 1946, when he was assigned to Soviet Russia, and again from early 1948 when 
he returned as chief correspondent of the New York Times. He has also drawn on his 
work at three meetings of the Council of Foreign Ministers. Contending that under- 
standing of the German problem is impossible without understanding of the Germany 
of 1945-9, the author prefaces his thesis with a vivid account of the physical and 
psychological conditions obtaining in that period, goes on to describe the efforts and 
enmities of the powers struggling for the prize of German favour, and examines the 
possible effects of likely future developments. In his introduction to the British edition, 
written in mid-December 1949 to bring the book as far as possible up to date, Mr. 
Middleton reviews and analyses the circumstances emerging, or which might be 
expected to emerge, as a result of the new political forms in which the country was 
organized. (943.086) 
France 


REFLECTIONS ON THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. Edmund Burke. 
Introduction by A. J. Grieve. Reprint. Dent, 4s.6d. C8. 377 pages. (Every- 
> . 
man's Library) 


Edmund Burke (1729-97) entered Parliament in 1765. He formed an alliance with 
Charles James Fox and was partially responsible for Fox’s India Bill. He stood up for 
liberal reforms and in favour of the American colonics but denounced with the greatest 
vigour the doctrines of the French Revolution, especially in the Reflections, ‘the 
greatest and most influential political pamphlet ever written, and a classic contribu- 
tion to the political theory of western civilization’ (Dr. Alfred Cobban). This is a 
reprint of an edition first published in this series in 1910, which contains Reflections on 
the Revolution in France (1790), with notes, A Letter from Mr. Burke to a Member of the 
National Assembly (1791) and Thoughts on French Affairs (1791). (944.04) 
Italy 


ROME. Edward Hutton. 7th edition, revised and enlarged. Hollis & Carter, 
16s. D8. 309 pages. 32 plates. Appendices. Index. 

First published as long ago as 1911 this book is one of the best introductions to the 

history, topography and art of Rome. This new edition, appearing during Holy Year 

when pilgrims and visitors are flocking to Rome in tens of thousands, has been 
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extensively revised and enlarged to include the Rome of the baroque era, little appre- 
ciated forty years ago. In addition to describing the more important baroque palaces 
and churches of the seventeenth century the author has compiled two appendices 
listing the chief architectural works by Maderna, Bernini, etc., and the pictures of the 
seventeenth century now in Roman Galleries. Other subjects covered are the Pontifical 
National Colleges for theological students of all countries, the organization of the 
Vatican State and the fountains of Rome. The description of classical and medieval 
Rome, including the catacombs and Christian mosaics, remains substantially the same 
as in previous editions. The author is well known as a writer on Italy whose books 
have helped generations of English travellers and tourists to acquire detailed and satis- 
fying knowledge of the country. (945.6) 


Gibraltar 

AN ORNAMENT TO THE ALMEIDA. Being the Story of Gibraltar’s City 
Hall. J. T. and D. M. Ellicott. Ellicott (Gibraltar), 4s.6d. D8. 93 pages. 
24 photographs. Bibliography. Paper bound. 


The building now used by the Gibraltar City Council was built in 1815 as a private 
house, and before being purchased by the Government was in turn a club, an hotel, 
the residence of the Duke of Connaught, and a Post Office. This book, in recording 
its chequered history, provides an interesting sidelight on the social life of Gibraltar, 
which is all the more valuable since historians have tended to write of the military and 
strategic importance of the Rock to the neglect of more domestic matters. The illustra- 
tions supplement the text admirably. Mr. Ellicott was an elected member of the City 
Council from 1945 to 1947, and Mrs. Ellicott, the first woman member, has been a 
Councillor since 1947. (946.8) 


China 

A HISTORY OF CHINA. Wolfram Eberhard. Translated from the German 
by E. W. Dickes. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 21s. D8. 384 pages. 17 plates. 
6 maps. Chronological table. Bibliography. Index. 


The author was for many years Professor of Chinese Language and History in the 
University of Ankara, has spent much time in China, and has written many books on 
the astronomy, folklore and history of that country. He is at present in the University 
of California, as Associate Professor of Sociology, specializing in Oriental Sociology. 
His latest book attempts to extract, following European scientific methods, the 
essence from China’s historical development. It extends from the earliest times to the 
present day and places China in the perspective of the history of Asia. It takes account 
of the radical changes in views on China’s history resulting from recent research and 
it is based on Chinese sources. Although not written for the specialist, it should be 
most valuable to students of Eastern affairs. The bibliographical notes, arranged by 
chapters, give the reader the opportunity of pursuing further in European material 
the questions touched upon. This book was first published in Switzerland in 1948. 
(9s1) 
Ceylon 
CEYLON, PEARL OF THE EAST. Harry Williams. Hale, 25s. sR8. 
460 pages. Frontispiece and 32 photographs. 2 diagrams. Plan. End- 
paper maps. Bibliography. Index. 


The author has provided in a very readable and attractive form both a history of 
Ceylon and an account of it at the present day, its people, their life and occupations, 
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its flora and fauna. The history as far as 1758 is based on the Mahawansa, the extra- 
ordinary chronicle-history of the island, translated by George Turnour and published 
in 1836. As for the present, the author’s personal knowledge of and affection for the 
country make this a valuable account. The volume concludes with a thirty-seven-page 
‘Guide Book’ of condensed information. (954.8) 
Singapore 
COLONY OF SINGAPORE ANNUAL REPORT, 1949. Colonial Office. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 7s.6d. D8. 178 pages. 33 photographs. 4 colour 
plates. 2 maps. Charts. Tables. Bibliography. 


Though the disturbed state of Malaya and other parts of Asia has resulted in special 
attention being given to problems of defence in Singapore, the year 1949 has seen 
much constructive work in social, economic, and political development. The Report, 
compiled by the Colonial Secretary, Sir Patrick McKerron, provides a comprehensive 
survey of the year’s work. The illustrations are of particular interest and include two 
pairs of contrasting views depicting parts of Singapore in 1845 and at the present day. 
The printing of this Report was carried out in Singapore. (959.5) 
Southern Rhodesia 
HERITAGE OF RHODES. W. D. Gale. Foreword by H. E. Major-General 
Sir John Kennedy, Governor of Southern Rhodesia. Oxford University 
Press (Cape Town, South Africa), 10s.6d. C8. 158 pages. Illustrations from 
photographs. Endpaper maps. 


This book surveys the whole history and development of Southern Rhodesia from the 
earliest recorded times—the Portuguese explorations of the sixteenth century—up to 
the present. Subjects dealt with include the Occupation of Mashonaland—the Diamond 
Jubilee of which is being celebrated this year—the Matabele War, the Matabele and 
Mashona Rebellions, the Colony’s constitutional development and struggle to attain 
self-government, social and economic progress, Native policy, contribution to the 
Second World War and plans for future development. It is illustrated with many 
photographs, some of great historical interest. (968.91) 
United States 

THE ASPIRIN AGE, 1919-41. Edited by Isabel Leighton. John Lane The 

Bodley Head, 16s. D8. 502 pages. 

The preface describes this book as‘ . . . a story of America between two wars, told in 
terms of the most significant, or typical, or utterly fantastic news events ...’ The 
twenty-two contributions bear witness year by year to high politics, hot-gospelling, 
prize-fights, panics and slumps. Each is an intelligent and first-rate magazine article, 
analysing some episode, legend, or other examples of American caprice. The subjects 
of these stories include Lindbergh, Hucy Long, Father Coughlin, Sacco and Vanzetti, 
Aimee Macpherson, Dempsey, Coolidge, Willkie, and the Dionne Quintuplets. 


(973-91) 
New Zealand 


THE LONG WHITE CLOUD—AO TEA ROA. William Pember Reeves. 
4th revised edition with additional chapters by A. J. Harrop. Introduction 
by Sir James Hight, a comment by Bernard Shaw. Allen & Unwin, 25s. 
L.Post 8. 390 pages. 24 illustrations. Map. Index. 

This latest edition of a fifty-year-old but still classic history of New Zealand is brought 

up to date with an additional sixty pages by A. J. Harrop, himself the author of recent 
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works on New Zealand history. Pember Reeves, barrister and editor of New Zealand 
newspapers, entered politics in 1887 and was elected to the New Zcaland Parliament, 
becoming later Minister for Education. He came to London in 1896 as Agent-General, 
subsequently High Commissioner. In 1908 he resigned to become Director of the 
London School of Economics and Political Science, which office he held till 1919. 
This book is an outstanding work; it embraces all aspects of the country’s growth and 
life, and is of particular value for the later period from 1879, a period of controversy, 
and of social and fiscal reform, in which the author was himself a participant. (993.1) 


FICTION 
General 


A SALZBURG COMEDY. Erich Kastner. Translated from the German by 
Cyrus Brooks. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 7s.6d. sC8. 115 pages. 8 coloured 
illustrations by Walter Trier. 


Erich Kastner’s little book is set in Salzburg during the Festival season of 1937. It is 
the witty and light-hearted story of a dilettante writer, George, who falls in love with 
Constanze, a girl who pretends to be a chambermaid from a nearby castle, whereas in 
reality she is the daughter of the house. There is, however, a certain amount of truth in 
this, as it turns out, because the castle is let to the family of an American millionaire 
for the Festival and the Count and his family wait upon them as servants. George 
discovers that he has been made use of by Constanze’s father in order to provide him 
with material for a play. He is clever enough to enter into the plot himself, dupes the 
count in his turn and finally marries Constanze. 


ROBERTA. Mary Lamont. Duckworth, 9s.6d. 222 pages. Frontispiece by 
Elizabeth Macfadyen. 
A careful and sensitive record of childhood and adolescence passed in a big English 
country house in the early years of the century. Roberta and Robin are twins, the 
eldest in a family of six, cared for by nurses, under-nurses, nursery-maids, and 
governesses. Roberta grows up without any sense of security and with a crippling sense 
of guilt, as a result of her nurses’ foolish treatment of her and of her distant and in- 
accessible mother’s continual talk of duty. Roberta’s childhood is a striking example of 
the fact that prosperity does not always make either for happiness or security in the 
children of a large family. 


IRON IN THE SOUL. Jean-Paul Sartre. Translated from the French by 
Gerard Hopkins. Hamish Hamilton, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 379 pages. 


Iron in the Soul is the third volume of M. Sartre’s long novel The Roads to Freedom. It 
begins with the fall of France in June 1940. The characters of the two earlier books re- 
appear. Gomez, the painter, and ex-member of the International Brigade, is in New 
York while his wife and child are escaping southwards in one of the terrible refugee 
columns from occupied Paris. Daniel is left in Paris and roams its deserted streets, of 
which M. Sartre gives a magnificent description. Matthieu is a soldier. Boris, wounded, 
is with his sister and mistress in Marseilles. The first part of the book covers the three 
tragic June days of the collapse of the French armies. The final section stretches over 
several weeks and shows Matthieu as one of a group of soldiers isolated and demoralized 
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between the Vosges and the Rhine awaiting the oncoming Germans. Brunet is taken 
prisoner and attempts to discover and organize the Communists among his fellow 
prisoners. Jron in the Soul is undoubtedly one of the finest novels of the Second World 
War that have yet appeared. It is in every way a deeply moving and disturbing book. 


THE HOUSE BY THE MEDLAR TREE. Giovanni Verga. Translated from 
the Italian by Eric Mosbacher. Weidenfeld & Nicolson, 10s.6d. 1C8. 
247 pages. 

The House by the Medlar Tree is a translation of I Malavoglia, Verga’s great novel of 

Sicilian peasant life first published in 1881. With its terseness and vivid life, it is nearer 

to the best writing of our own time than to the type of novel popular in the last 

century. Verga’s aim was to write in an idiom as close as possible to the actual language 
used by his fisher folk, and the reader is plunged at once into the noisy squabbles of an 

Italian village. It is the story of the tragic fortunes of the Malavoglia family, with the 

patriarchal figure of ’Ntoni, the grandfather, at its centre. Disaster follows disaster 

after ’Ntoni has bought a load of lupins on credit from the rapacious Uncle Crocifisso. 

The family falls into the hands of the money-lender, a grandson is conscripted into the 

navy and is killed at sea, the fishing boat upon which their living depends is lost, 

another son is drowned, and then, after the recovery of their boat at the price of 
unremitting toil, the house by the medlar tree is lost, "Ntoni is carried off to the work- 
house to die and the unity of the family is broken. But The House by the Medlar Tree 
is by no means an unrelieved chapter of accidents. The life of the village itself provides 


a superb background of comedy and the book is raised to epic level by the power and 
humanity of the writing. 


GEORDIE. David Walker. Collins, 7s.6d. C8. 192 pages. 


The virtues of this first novel are modesty and simplicity, and its appeal is immediate 
and direct. It is the story of a Scottish lad who by taking thought (and a correspon- 
dence course) adds to his stature and his strength so that he becomes an Olympic 
champion. Not only is his strength as the strength of ten, but his heart is appropriately 
pure, and it is with that pure heart and its adventures that the novel is principally 
concerned. Despite the theme, the book is never silly or mawkish. The writer strives 
after no fine effects either in characterization or in style, and the result is a novel that 
has something of the true simplicity of a ballad. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 


DOUBLE, DOUBLE. A new novel of Wrightsville. Ellery Queen. Gollancz, 
10s.6d. C8. 287 pages. 


Ellery Queen’s interest in his old home town of Wrightsville in New England is 
revived by the receipt of newspaper cuttings reporting the deaths of two eminent 
Wrightsville citizens. When a strange, half-wild and wholly charming young woman 
calls to see him about another death, that of her father which she believes to be murder, 
he cannot resist accepting the case, which grows increasingly macabre as one in- 
explicable death follows another. This story may not be one of the author’s best but 
it will nevertheless keep the reader happily absorbed in pursuit of the criminal through 
a series of extraordinary events which are manipulated with the ease and aplomb of a 
practised hand. 
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Reprints 
General 
MISS HARGREAVES. A Fantasy. Frank Baker. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
316 pages. Paper bound. 

Mr. Baker’s whimsical tale was first published in 1940. Norman Huntley, the narrator, 
is a youth with a lively imagination; in an idle moment he invents an old woman— 
Miss Hargreaves—whom he claims to have known, and finding that everybody takes 
her existence for granted, he invents more and more fantastic details about her. Much 
to his consternation, this eccentric and forceful old lady arrives in the cathedral town 
where he lives to claim his friendship, exactly as he had imagined her—with an aura 
of aristocratic connections, a harp, a cockatoo and the most outrageous hats. He is 
fascinated, if often embarrassed, by his ‘creation’, for everything he says about her 
comes true—a careless word and she gets quite out of hand and treats him very badly. 
Mr. Baker handles his theme with a light touch and some wit, and conveys most 
poignantly the tension between love, hatred and bewilderment in Norman’s relations 
with the odd character he has brought into being and whom he is obliged, in the end, 
to destroy. 


THE BLACK VENUS. Rhys Davies. Pan Books, 2s. in the United Kingdom; 
1s.6d. elsewhere. sC8. 256 pages. Paper bound. 


In a small Welsh village the ancient custom of ‘courting in bed’ was still practised. 
The point of this old ritual—with the lighted candle placed in the lady’s window and 
the ladder at the sill—was to allow the man to ‘test’ the worth (and, often, the fertility) 
of his prospective bride. But the rich and beautiful Olwen Powell, a mettlesome 
young lady with revolutionary views about the status of women, considers that the 
woman has the right to test—and choose—her courters. The whole question, viewed 
from several angles, provokes much local controversy and gossip; meanwhile, Olwen, 
her virtue assured by a sharp hairpin and a substantial bolster down the middle of the 
bed, grows increasingly dissatisfied with the performance and calibre of her suitors. 
In this subtle and ripely humorous story (first published in 1944) Mr. Davies, himself a 
Welshman, gives a shrewd picture of Welsh character, and has reproduced to perfec- 
tion the poetic cadence of Welsh speech. 


THE WHITE PEACOCK. D. H. Lawrence. Introduction by Richard 
Aldington. Penguin Books, 2s.6d. (Double volume). sC8. 416 pages. Paper 
bound. 

The White Peacock is D, H. Lawrence’s (1885-1930) first novel. He began to draft it in 

1906 when he was on a two years’ course at Nottingham University preparatory to 

taking his certificate as an elementary school teacher. The book was written and re- 

written several times before it finally appeared in 1911, and grew from his experience 
of life in the English mining and farming communities of the Midlands. With its dis- 
regard for conventional form, The White Peacock, like all Lawrence’s writing, gives an 
impression of life directly experienced. It is, as his friend Richard Aldington remarks in 
his introduction, ‘a portion of his youth imaginatively reconstructed’, though it is 
not an autobiographical novel like Sons and Lovers. It is the story of two families of 
sharply contrasted character—the Saxtons of Strelley Mill Farm and the Beardsalls, 
who belong to the mining village on the opposite side of the valley. George Saxton, 
the handsome young farmer, is in love with Lettie Beardsall, an intellectual type who 
needs more than physical attraction in a man. In pique, George consoles himself with 
the charming and sensual Meg of “The Ram’ and degenerates into a drunkard. In 
another character, Cyril, the author gives a stilted portrait of himself as a naive youth, 
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while Lettie is based upon his favourite sister. For the scenes of George’s drunkenness 
he drew upon bitter memories of his father. If the book has a fault, it lies, as Mr. 
Aldington observes, in its irritating attempt to give a middle-class veneer to working- 
class characters. But the writing hes a power and naturalness unique in the English 
novel of that time, and in the descriptions of natural scenes and landscape Lawrence 
rivals his master, Thomas Hardy. 


BEASTS AND SUPER-BEASTS. Saki (H. H. Munro). Penguin Books, 1s.6d. 
sC8. 208 pages. Paper bound. 

Saki (1870-1916) was famous for his scintillating and polished prose. This book 

(first published in 1914) is a collection of thirty-six tiny stories. They are mostly 

sophisticated absurdities, with an occasional flight into fantasy or the macabre, and are 

splendid examples of Saki’s incomparable wit, his vitality and his sly flick of satire; 

though so short they effortlessly make their ‘point’. 


THE DEATH-SHIP. The Story of an American Sailor. B. Traven. Trans- 
lated from the German by Eric Sutton. Pan books, 2s. in the United 
Kingdom; 1s.6d. elsewhere. sC8. 252 pages. Paper bound. 

This forceful story by an American writer originally appeared in Germany; the 

present translation was first published in Britain in 1934. It recounts the predicament 

and tragic fate of a decent American seaman who, by losing his identity papers, is 
rendered ‘stateless’, and is forced to accept service in a ‘death-ship’ carrying illicit 
cargo and manned by a crew in much the same position as himself. These ‘dead’ 
men, lost to the civilized world, are viciously exploited by their employers for their 
own nefarious ends. In his passionate championship of the under-dog and of the dis- 
possessed individual pitted against the inhumanity of the State, Mr. Traven is inclined 

to overstate his case; but at his best he has a command of laconic irony that is im- 

pressive, and this painful narrative is not without its moments of wry humour. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 
DEATH COMES TO PERIGORD. John Ferguson. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. 
sC8. 253 pages. Paper bound. 

A grasping old man, detested by most, disappears from a small Channel Island. Young 
Dr. Dunn, who had recently examined him, believes him to be in hiding with 
homicidal tendencies, but it is the old man who is found dead and Dr. Dunn plays a 
leading part in solving the mystery. The story is ingenious in design and interesting 
in its local colour. It was first published in 1936. 


MAIGRET TO THE RESCUE. Georges Simenon. Translated from the 
French by Geoffrey Sainsbury. Pan Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 222 pages. Paper 
bound. 


Two stories wg this book which was first published in English in 1940. In the 
first, The Flemish Shop, Simenon’s famous detective Maigret investigates the dis- 
appearance of a young woman with whom the son of the shop had an affair and 
whom his family are suspected of murdering. In the second, The Guinguette by the 
Seine, Maigret follows up a clue to a murder imparted to him by a criminal about to 
be executed. It leads him to a little drinking-garden by the Seine which becomes the 
scene of a second murder. Careful observation of his suspects and a slow piling up of 
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small clues lead him in each case to the correct deduction. It is M. Simenon’s pains- 
taking attention to detail that makes so clear to the reader the character of the pro- 
tagonists and the setting in which they play out their drama. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 
Fiction 
RED FAIRY BOOK. Collected and edited by Andrew Lang. Foreword by 
Mary Gould Davis. New edition. Longmans, Green, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 


382 pages. 9 colour plates and 34 black-and-white drawings by Marc 
Simont. Illustrated endpapers. 


YELLOW FAIRY BOOK. Collected and edited by Andrew Lang. Foreword 
by Mary Gould Davis. New edition. Longmans, Green, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 
349 pages. 9 colour plates and 33 black-and-white drawings by Janice 
Holland. Illustrated endpapers. 


A most welcome reissue of two of Andrew Lang’s famous collections of folk and fairy 
tales with which generations of children have become happily familiar and which 
should delight many children for generations to come. It was in the 1880s that the 
series first began to appear, and its success was immediate. The love of fairy tales is 
common to all peoples and the tales in these books have been drawn from many 
literatures—Norse, French, German, Russian, etc.—and include such unshakable 
favourites as ‘The Twelve Dancing Princesses’, ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’, “The Pied 
Piper’, ‘Snowdrop’ (the story from which Walt Disney made his film Snow White 
and the Seven Dwarfs), “The Emperor’s New Clothes’, “The Tinderbox’ and “Thumbe- 
lina’, and numerous other less well-known but ageless tales that will entertain children 
of all ages. There are few who will quarrel with the statement in the foreword (which 
is repeated in each volume) that ‘It is a part of the inheritance of childhood to have 
read them, and no collection of books for children is complete without them’. 


NOT SUCH A BAD SUMMER. A Story of Dartmoor. Pamela MacGregor- 
Morris. Latimer House, 5s. C8. 152 pages. Frontispiece. 


An agreeably told story for children from ten to thirteen who are fond of horses and 
like a good adventure thrown in. Three boys and their sister go to a farmhouse on the 
edge of Dartmoor, Devon, for the summer holidays, expecting to be rather bored; 
but they have great fun with ponies and make friends with a lad who is the son of a 
famous ex-jockey. Together the children succeed in rounding up a rather engaging 
escaped convict and in unmasking the more sinister criminals who had made him their 
tool. 


SATURDAY ADVENTURE. John Pudney. John Lane The Bodley Head, 7s.6d. 

C8. 165 pages. Drawings by Ley Kenyon. Map endpapers. 
The poet and novelist John Pudney here provides a most ingenious tale that is crammed 
with adventure from start to finish. Two boys decide to explore an old quarry near 
their home. They meet a boy who is being held prisoner with his father in a mysterious 
house surrounded by high-tension trip wires, and learn that unless they can somehow 
put a stop to the experiments being conducted there, disaster will follow and soon. In 
the course of one day, escaping from one danger to another, they carry out their 
plans against odds which make success seem impossible. The story moves at a pace 
and with a degree of invention guaranteed to carry along any young reader of twelve 
and more in a ‘willing suspension of disbelief’. 
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BUSH PATROL. Wilfrid Robertson. Oxford University Press, 6s. C8. 216 pages. 
7 illustrations by Jack Matthew. 


Trooper James Craddock of the Rhodesian Police is pleased to be sent to a small 
outpost with a number of scattered farms and mining properties in its vicinity and 
beyond them the still primitive areas of bush occupied only by infrequent native 
villages. His daily work patrolling the bush, answering appeals for aid, restoring order 
after trouble, and pursuing criminals, is told without emphasis in a sensible matter-of- 
fact way that strengthens belief. The author wisely makes no superman of his hero; 
the trooper has a job to learn and meets with failure as well as success. This account 
of the routine of a bush policeman and the intricacies of police patrol will interest any 
child from eleven onwards. 


HAUNTED HANGARS. George E. Rochester. Hutchinson, 5s. C8. 208 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece. Black-and-white illustrations. 


A very competent thriller for boys from thirteen years upward set in a R.A.F. Experi- 
mental Station—which is very well described. Local legend has it that the site of the 
camp is haunted; certainly very strange incidents take place on the station. Win 
Commander Peregrine of Air Intelligence (otherwise known as the Blue Falcon) is 
sent down to investigate and, substantially helped by the schoolboy son of the Station 
Commander and a friend, he rounds up some very clever spies who are after the secrets 
of a revolutionary aircraft that is being secretly assembled. Suspense is well sustained, 
and the finale is as exciting as any boy could wish. 


Non-Fiction 
PRELUDE. C. H. Abrahall. 2nd edition. Oxford University Press, 8s.6d. 
IC8. 240 pages. Illustrations by Anna Zinkeisen. 


The incidents in this story of the childhood of the famous Tasmanian-born pianist 
Eileen Joyce are mainly factual, but where memory failed her subject the author has 
drawn upon her imagination ‘even to conjuring up a few fictitious characters with 
which to surround her’. Eileen Joyce knew stringent poverty as a child, and it seemed 
impossible that she would ever become the pianist she hoped to be, but the exceptional 
talent she displayed at a very early age was not to be disregarded and brought her the 
material aid whicl: she needed to continue her studies and which, coupled with her 
determination and capacity for hard work, set her feet firmly on the road to success. 
Young readers of eleven onwards will enjoy this book for the story, a heartening one, 
which it has to tell, apart from the biographical interest attached to it. The famous 
artist Anna Zinkeisen gives delightful pictorial expression to the events related in the 
book, which was first published in 1947. 


THE MUSICAL DETECTIVES. Irene Gass and R. J. McGregor. Oxford 
University Press, 7s.6d. C8. 148 pages. 1 plate. Line illustrations by Valerie 
Sweet. 

Cast in the form of a story, this little book aims to give young people from twelve to 

fourteen an outline of the evolution of music; it assumes not only a fair amount of 

knowledge on the part of the child but the possession of quick wits, also. When 

Jeremy and Deborah go to visit the humorous and delightful Dr. Groot he plies them 

with excellent food and much musical information and encourages them to find things 

out for themselves. Notation (more diagrams would be useful here), counterpoint 
and harmony, the composition of the orchestra, simple musical forms, are some of the 
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subjects covered; there is a brief account of Bach, Handel, Haydn, Mozart and 
Beethoven. The facts are reliable on the whole, but a list of gramophone records 
contains inaccuracies and includes some works that might be rather difficult for the 
age group concerned. 


COOKERY FOR GIRLS. Margaret G. Laskie. English Universities Press, 5s. 
R8. 96 pages. Coloured illustrations in text. Index. (Junior Teach Yourself 
Books) 


This originally presented introduction to cookery gives practical advice on the cleaning 
of kitchen equipment, measures, and methods of cooking, followed by easy recipes 
covering soups, the preparation of vegetables, fish and meat dishes, puddings and 
pastries, baking for tea, cheese and egg dishes, drinks, preserves, bottling and sweet- 
making. The imstructions are given in very clear and simple language and are pro- 
fusely illustrated with small drawings showing utensils, ingredients, and stages of 
preparation. The book should prove a very useful possession to the girl who is not 
quite old enough to understand her mother’s cookery books. 


THE BEGINNING OF THE GOSPEL. T. W. Manson. Oxford University 
Press, 6s.6d. C8. 123 pages. Bibliography. (A Primer of Christianity: 
Part 1) 

A Primer of Christianity aims to give, in three parts, a statement of the essential facts 

and ideas without a knowledge of which Christianity cannot be intelligently accepted 

nor fairly judged. The series is intended for intelligent young people in their teens 

(and such adults who may be interested). Part I, by the Professor of Biblical Criticism 

and Exegesis in the University of Manchester, is designed to show the historical 

beginnings of Christianity and its original message to the world. The author provides: 
an introduction in which he depicts the historical background of the Christian Faith. 

He considers what the Christ was in the minds of those who were looking for him at 

the beginning of the Christian era and then inquires, in the light of the gospels, who 

he was. The central part of the book is a new translation of St. Mark’s Gospel accom- 
panied by a running commentary. The translation is well done and the comments 
preceding each section are most suggestive. 


SCIENCE, HISTORY, AND FAITH. Alan Richardson. Oxford University 
Press, 6s.6d. C8. 216 pages. Index. (A Primer of Christianity: Supplementary 
Volume) 


A supplementary volume to the series A Primer of Christianity designed for intelligent 
young readers in their teens (or for any adults who may be interested). In this volume 
Canon Richardson of Durham has specially in mind the type of reader who is conscious 
of the importance of the scientific outlook and wishes to know whether the truth of 
Christian theology can be measured by scientific standards. He argues that there is a 
science of theology and that its data are the historical facts about Christ and His 
Church. The fundamental problems of theology are approached constructively and 
the book should prove of real value particularly to those for whom it was written. 


COMPANY OF ADVENTURERS. Louise H. Tharp. Harrap. 8s.6d. L.Post 8. 
237 pages. Illustrations. 


The story of the famous Hudson’s Bay Company is here retold for young readers of 
fourteen onwards. Many episodes in its long and dramatic story from Radisson to 
Lord Strathcona are graphically recounted in a mixture of fact and fiction. 
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